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Facts and Obsebvations on Wages and Peices in England 
during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centueies, and more 
particularly during the Thirty-Nine Years 1582-1620 ; the Date 
principally employed being the Fabeic Bolls of Toek Minstee 
and the Shuttlewoeth Household Books. By the Rev. James 
E. T. Rogees, M.A. (Oxford), Tooke Professor of Economic 
Science and Statistics in King's College, London. 

[Read before Section (F), at Manchester, 3rd September, 1861.] 

Among the suggestions made at the last meeting of the International 
Statistical Congress in London, in 1860, it was proposed that, against 
the next meeting of that body, data should be prepared for the 
purpose, as far as possible, of establishing a history of prices during 
certain epochs in the earlier period of modern European history. 
Some information is already before us in English literature in the 
laborious and conscientious works of Macpherson and Eden, but they 
who have had occasion to consult these works will have found the 
statements of prices they contain scanty, fragmentary, and plainly in 
many cases of very questionable value. In fact, the purpose of 
neither of these writers was, strictly speaking, a history of prices. 
Macpherson, in recasting and continuing the earlier work of 
Anderson, was chiefly concerned with the rise and progress of inter- 
national trade, while the bulk of Sir Frederic Eden's work is occupied 
with an account of the state of the poor in his own times, and in 
information on the deplorable state in which they were placed at the 
close of the last century. 

Hitherto the facts alleged on prices during the period between 
1200-1700 have been in the main gathered from contemporaneous 
pamphlets or from monastic chronicles. Such documents would 
naturally mention only exceptional prices, denote extreme values in 
seasons of singular scarcity and singular plenty, and are, I conceive, 
useless in history except as illustrating the fluctuations which might 
have prevailed in times when communication was difficult — though 
not so difficult as is ordinarily supposed — and when Government, by 
certain well-known pernicious regulations was making an artificial 
plenty at one time and an artificial scarcity at another. 

But there are abundant materials for the construction of a history 
of prices during the whole or the greater part of the five hundred 
years which I have indicated, and these of a most trustworthy 
description, since they designate prices actually paid for commodities. 
So abundant, indeed, are these materials during a long period of 
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English history, that I make no doubt values could be determined for 
hundreds of years with an accuracy almost as exact as that which is 
exhibited in the tabulated returns of the late Mr. Tooke and of 
Mr. Newmarch, and the social history involved in these variations 
of prices almost as minutely elaborated. And it is important to 
remember, that prices in the documents to which I refer are not 
nominal, but represent bond fide transactions. 

These documents are the bursar's* books of monasteries and 
colleges, previous to the dissolution in the first case, and continuously 
from their foundation to the beginning of the eighteenth century 
at the least, in the latter. It is to be understood that the records of 
expenditure in monastic establishments are vast and of the most 
varied kind. The inmates of these establishments were purchasers 
and consumers, not rarely producers, on the largest scale. Their 
heads and rulers ranked and companied with princes and nobles; 
their inferior members lived on the fare of peasants and day- 
labourers, and were, indeed, ordinarily of that condition by birth. 
A similar life in common was the characteristic of the colleges and 
of some capitular bodies, though on a very inferior scale, and these 
supply information of a more or less detailed kind on the same 
subject. 

For instance, the purchases of wine for the use of Durham 
Monastery in one year (1532-3) amount to 20 hhds. ; of wheat, 
305 qrs. 3 bshls. ; of malt, 169 qrs. 2 bshls.; of iron, 53 cwt. 3 qrs.; of 
cattle, 291 ; sheep, 959 ; lambs, 159 ; salt white herrings, 10| barrels ; 
of sugar, 53 lbs. ; of raisins, 11 doz. and 3 ; of currants, 12 doz. and 3, 
&c. The price of all these articles is stated as it varies, and in some 
cases, as in that of cattle, the cost of each head, with exact minute- 
ness. I quote these instances to show how large is the field for 
economical induction. And records of a similar character are pre- 
served by hundreds in public record offices and the muniment rooms 
of capitular bodies. 

Some few of these account books have been published. The 
Surtees Society established in the University of Dublin, and the 
Cheetham Society in this city, have edited some exceedingly valuable 
memorials of this kind, a few of which have supplied me with much 

* Thcbursar of the monastery was the chief officer of accounts. Each inferior 
officer to whom the public funds of the establishment were entrusted, rendered an 
exact account of his charge to the bursar, who entered either in detail or sum- 
marily, the balance of such officer's receipts and expenditure for the rolls of the 
year. A similar method existed in the great or pipe roll of the Exchequer. At 
present the bursar of colleges in Oxford, and probably in Cambridge, performs 
analogous functions. The office was held in rotation, or by appointment for short 
periods, and in ancient times was endowed with a moderate fee. The bursar's 
account, m extenso, of the year 1532-3, Durham Monastery, occupies 100 pages 
of one of the Surtees Society's publications. 
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of the materials of this paper.* And here I cannot help acknow- 
ledging my gratitude ; a feeling which I am sure will be shared by all 
who have made use, or who may make use, of these publications, to 
the disinterested labours of the learned gentlemen who have under- 
taken the task of editing these documents ; and expressing my 
admiration at the accuracy and convenience of the text and the 
indices. I can only hope that they will continue their labours in the 
same direction, assuring them that the aid they afford to the student 
of history, in that portion of it at least which has been most 
neglected — the social and economical condition of our forefathers — 
is large and invaluable. And I feel convinced that these gentlemen 
who have given such attention as the editors of these works have 
given to documents bearing on prices during the period I have desig- 
nated, will agree with me that the history of this country cannot be 
perfect, or even accurate, till these economical facts have had a full 
attention given them. 

After the Eeformation, the materials for a determination of prices 
become far less copious. Some information is still to be procured 
from the expenditure -of capitular bodies and collegiate establish- 
ments, though these corporations had far less funds to expend, and 
much less inclination to expend them, on works, than before the 
downfall of the monastic bodies. Further, the expenditure is gene- 
rally scanty as it is, on repairs of buildings already constructed, and 
therefore less distinctive and exact. The common life of the 
monastery ceases or is feebly represented in academical bodies, and 
with the cessation of this life there ceases also information in great 
degree of large purchases in gross for the purpose of common 
consumption. 

Still a considerable amount of valuable material is to be found in 
the account books of the domestic expenditure in noble and wealthy 
families, Some of these have long been before the world. Fleetwood 
collected prices with a view to determine that the fellow of a college 
could conscientiously hold his fellowship, though he might possess the 
exact sum in private income, which, according to the statutes of his 
college determined the vacation of his emolument. Bloomfield 
collected facts in his laborious history of Norfolk. So we have the 
Northumberland household book, 1503-1513, edited by Bishop Percy j 
books containing an account of the expenditure of the Earls of Derby 
and of Lord Chief Justice Coke. To these must be added the most 
copious, continuous, and important of all these records — the Shuttle- 
worth accounts— published by the Cheetham Society. I have hopes 
that the value which attaches to such a publication as that of the 
Shuttleworth accounts will induce the owners of such relics to put 

* Cheetham Society, vols, xxxv, xli, xliii, xlvi ; Surtees Society, vol. xviii. 
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them into the hands of editors as learned and diligent as Messrs. 
Eaine and Harland. 

The period which I have selected for comparison and examination 
in the collection of prices is generally understood to be immediately 
consequent on that great and permanent change in the value of the 
silver, •which had its cause in the influx of that metal from America. 
In my opinion, however, the decline in the value of silver was much 
more gradual than has been imagined ; and I shall be disposed to 
assign the permanent rise in the price of commodities to several 
distinct periods, one of the latest of these having been at about the 
accession of Charles I, a few years after the point at which my period 
closes. 

In order that we may estimate the extent of the change, I shall 
lay before the Section an account of prices in the four years 1530-3, 
premising that there is at this time no permanent change traceable 
between values at that date and those which prevailed at sixty or 
eighty years before. The effect of the American discoveries was not 
discerned for fifty years or more after the voyage of Columbus. 

It is not easy to determine what should be taken as a measure of 
value in the period before me. The rule of deciding the relative 
prosperity or depression of particular years or quantities of time by 
the price of corn, and which was imported into the legislature by the 
Act of Elizabeth, which reserved a portion of rents, on lease granted 
by corporations, in the shape of corn, has had the sanction of Adam 
Smith; and inferences from the market value of corn have been 
drawn for the purpose of instituting a contrast between the condition 
of agricultural and mechanical labour at different periods of econo- 
mical history. At present, and indeed for the last century, such an 
estimate is perhaps just ; but in- ancient times, not only was labour 
far less divided, but it is plain from contemporary records that almost 
all labourers were producers as well as purchasers of agricultural 
commodities. The shepherd often had his own small farm and grass- 
run ; the carter often owned horses and carriages ; and the carpenter 
and mason often dealt in the produce which they worked. Such an 
economical state should naturally have created a high price of labour 
as compared with those of the necessaries and conveniences of life, by 
making his occupation optional with the seller. 

Again, calculations on the price of corn in relation to that of 
labour are disturbed by the uncertainty as to what constituted the 
habitual food of the people. If, as now, the labouring classes lived 
generally on wheaten bread, changes in the price of wheat would be 
a complete index to the condition of this part of the community when 
compared with the price of labour, provided also that labour were 
the sole means of subsistence. But the ostensible means of life 



1861.] Eogees on Wages and Prices in England, 1582-1620. 539 

were not as I have indicated — the only source of income, — nor is one 
grain, or grain at all, the only object of expenditure. Eye, which 
has now, I believe, almost disappeared from the list of grains used as 
food in England, was cultivated largely for that purpose during the 
times to which I refer ; and barley and oats were consumed by man 
to a far larger extent than at present. Still, though one cannot at 
present determine the ratio between the price of food and that of 
labour with the same positive accuracy as at present, one can draw 
tolerably exact inferences. 

Among the valuable suggestions supplied by our President 
(Mr. Newmarch), in the scheme read before the International 
Congress in I860,* on the Methods of Investigation as regards Prices 
and Wages, certain cautions are insisted on, and with great justice, 
as necessarily to be before the eyes of those who investigate such a 
subject as that which is before us. I will advert to a few of these. 

I. It is not always easy to distinguish the time of year at which 
purchases are made. In the case of corn, the natural time was that 
no doubt in which most was bought, i. e., shortly after the harvest. 
But it is plain that the practice was for each family to store up the 
whole or the greater part of the amount necessary for the year's con- 
sumption ; and in the ease of those corporations to which I have 
already adverted, to buy at a generally uniform price. The monas- 
teries, however, performed to some extent the function of dealers. 
They sold as well as bought, and this to a considerable extent. 
Hence, they must have prevented, in great degree, that abrupt 
transition from high to low prices which we have heard was the worst 
incident of those times in which the intermediate dealer was 
unknown, or if known, visited with severe penalties as a forestaller 
or regrator. 

II. The supply and the prices of meat were regulated by the 
seasons. Calves and lambs generally disappear by midsummer, 
where entries are dated, and stock is purchased and killed in large 
quantities and at moderate rates by autumn for salted winter provi- 
sions. The live stock was reduced to the largest quantity that could 
be well maintained on the summer store of hay. The meat must 
however, have been lean and coarse, for the price of suet is fully 
four times that of meat. 

III. The weights and measures used in England appear to have 
been tolerably uniform, or at least the difference between local 
weights and those in general use to have been known. Of all tradi- 
tions those, I imagine, on weights and measures are most lasting, 

* " On Methods of Observation as regards Statistics of Prices and Wages in 
*' the Principal Trades, being the Programme of Section IV of the International 
" Statistical Congress, 1860," by Wm. Newmarch— reprinted in the Statistical 
Journal, vol. xxiii, December, 1860. 
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though there is an awkward ambiguity about the quantity implied in a 
bushel. They have not been eradicated in France, after the establish- 
ment of a scientific system for the last seventy years ; and the 
advocates of a decimal method are well aware that the practical 
difficulties which beset this scheme are chiefly derived from the vita- 
lity of prejudices in favour of traditional quantities. 

IV. During the period between 1580-1601, the nominal price of 
11. corresponds to 1*0381, 11. -s. 8d. After that period the nominal 
and sterling price are identical. But in the accounts which 1 shall 
compare with this period the difference is more marked. In 1531, 
the nominal price of 11. corresponds to 1*3781, 11. 7s. 6|rf. of our 
money, while a century before the same amount equals 1*9375, 
11. 18*. 9d. The memorable debasement effected during the reign of 
Henry VIII and his two successors extended only over eight years, 
and does not affect these accounts. 

V. Engagements for agricultural, and indeed mechanical labour, 
were generally made by the year.* Sometimes the mechanic received 
a fixed stipend, with pay for work in addition. Occasionally for the 
rarer kinds of labour or skill a yearly contract was made for the 
supply of services not of a continuous but recurring kind, e.g., the 
shoeing of horses, cleansing of armour. At the same time piece- 
work is common, particularly, as might be expected, for labour in 
harvest, for spinning, weaving, and rope-making. So in masonry the 
workman is paid by the rod. In smith's work by the stone of raw 
material served out to him. 

VI. The labourer was frequently hoarded as well as lodged. All 
the schemes of labour-prices fixed by Act of Parliament up to 5th 
Elizabeth (1562), and the tariffs issued by the justices in the several 
counties afterwards give double prices, designating in the one column 
the price without, in the other, that with food. It was customary, 
too, in larger establishments at least, to give livery, or a sum of 
money in lieu of livery. Household, and even other servants, 
received annual donations not included in the contract. Wherever 
in the later accounts it is not specified that the labourer boarded 
himself, I conclude that he is boarded at the expense of the 
employer. 

VII. The hours of labour were, from March to September, from 
nine and a-half to eleven and a-half hours ; and between September 
and March, from sunrise to sunset ; two hours being deducted for 
meals. (5th Elizabeth.) — I have found no trace, indeed, of any 

* The author is prepared with other information as to prices hy day which are 
extracted from the accounts of the Clerks of the Works in the reigns of Henry VIII 
and Elizabeth, and also with those of the Ordnance in the reign of the latter 
sovereign. Certain peculiar circumstances connected with these accounts make the 
introduction of them into the present paper impracticable. The author hopes to 
call attention to this fund of information hereafter. 
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limitation of the hours of labour in any private contract ; but we 
may conclude, I imagine, with tolerable certainty, that the provisions 
contained in the statute of Elizabeth represent what was the 
ordinary custom, and though apparently penal on the labourer, 
would, in the event of any dispute between employer and labourer 
be applied to ordinarily by the latter. 

VIII. Direct contributions to the State for purposes of taxation 
appear to have been small in the period between 1580-1620. All 
the income derived by the Queen from direct taxation amounted on 
an average to 66,O00Z. per annum. But the revenue from grants 
for monopolies and from feudal customs was heavy and oppressive 
in its incidence though not perhaps lucrative. 

IX. Tolls were not heavy apparently, levied only on certain com- 
modities sold in fairs or open market, always paid by the purchasers, 
and therefore probably included in the price. 

Mr. Newmarch has suggested that it may be possible to give a 
rough estimate during the earlier period of economical history of the 
prices of the leading kinds of grain, and of the wages of common 
agricultural labour, but despairs of any positive conclusions other 
than of a scanty information and irregular inferences about eight 
other heads. These are — The price of land of different kinds. Eent 
of land and interest of money lent on ample mortgage. Kent; of 
houses and cottages. Prices of houses, cattle, sheep, poultry. 
Butcher's meat and other provisions. Clothes and furniture. 
Artisan and skilled labour. Cost and time of conveyance. And he 
observes that " the diversity of circumstances affecting the money 
" value, from time to time, of all the objects comprised under these 
" last eight heads is so great, that it would be futile to attempt any 
" classification of them." I have reason to believe that there is, as I 
have already suggested, tar larger and more perfect evidence on some 
of these subjects than my learned friend imagines. To this subject I 
hope to recur hereafter. 

Of the price of land I get no trustworthy information. Nor do 
I think it possible to procure it. As has been often observed, the 
integer of value is commonly a quantity frqm which a generally 
similar amount of produce is derived ; not a definite superficial quan- 
tity. For similar reasons the rent of land cannot be exactly ascertained, 
unless perhaps, where the land is unimproved, — as natural water 
meadow. Nor, again, can one gather much as to the rent of houses 
and cottages ; as there is none, or little information, about their com- 
parative accommodation. Something, moreover, may be learnt as to 
the rent of industrial premises, though these were often rents of 
assize, or else rents for long terms, commenced by a fine. I have, 
however, found rents of flour-mills let from year to year, and in 
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which there is a rise in price from 21. 8s. to 91. ; the rise during 
about one hundred and seventy years being gradual. 

But of the prices of horses, sheep, cattle, and poultry, there is 
plentiful information. Scanty accounts of the price of butcher's 
meat, though suggestive notices as to its quality. Many facts as to 
the price of clothing, and accurate information on the market value 
of skilled labour. There are insulated facts, too, of considerable 
distinctiveness on the cost of carriage* over given distances, though 
these are to be extracted from a mass of notices in which one cannot 
arrive at a conclusion, because we do not learn what was the weight 
carried. The rate of interest is known with tolerable accuracy after 
the Eeformation, when it was in some degree legalized, the maximum 
price allowed for money representing, I conceive, the full market 
rate for ample security. 

The following are the heads to which I have referred the result 
of such researches as I have been able to make : — 



I. — Corn, including wheat, rye, malt, 
barley, oats, peas, beans, and occa- 
sionally hemp and linseed. 

II. — Meat and suet. 

III. — Cattle and horses. 

IV. — Sheep, lambs, wool. 

V.— Pigs. 

VI. — Poultry, game, eggs. 

VII. — Butter, soap, candles, honey, oil, 
wax. 

VIII.— Fish. 

IX. — Wine, vinegar, beer. 

X. — Clothing, flax, hemp. 



XI. — Spices and groceries of foreign 

produce. 
XII. — Lead, iron, tin, glaziers' and 

plumbers' labour. 
XIII. — Agricultural labour, day and 

piece. 
XIV. — Carpenters' and Masons' labour ; 

wood, sawn or split ; hewn stone. 
XV. — Household servants' wages. 
XVI. — Smiths' and Weavers' labour; 

nails; ropes, sackcloth, &c. 
XVII. — Coals, lime, salt. 
XVIIL— Sundries. 



The last heading is, I fear, inevitable, but it contains the prices 
of many articles constantly recurring, but not in such variety as to 
justify a separate head. On all, except the second of these heads, I 
hope to furnish some information in the period 1531-4, and on some 
in earlier times ; while I think I may be able to direct the attention 
of the Section to the increase of price on each of these items 
of account during the years 1582-1620. To illustrate my position 
that prices had not varied for some centuries before 1530-33, 1 will 
give some facts of an earlier year, which is of no exceptional 
character. 

The 11. in the accounts represents 11. 18s. 9d. of our money. 

The year is 1418. 

* Further researches enable me to state that the cost of land carriage was 4d. 
per ton per mile at the commencement of the date before us. 



1861.] Eogebs on Wages and Prices in England, 1582-1620. 543 



I. — Wheat, 6s.; barley, 3*. 4d.; oats, 
Is. 8d.; peas, 2s. 

III. — Oxen, 15*., 12*. 2$d.; horses, 
lOx., but the price of horses varies 
from 61. downwards, and did till a 
commercial treaty with Spain intro- 
duced a good herd into England. 

VII.— Wax, lb., 6d. 

X. — Hemp, stone, lOd. 

XII. — Lead, fother, 41. 13s. &d.; tin, 
cwt., 11. 8s.; iron, ton, 61.; Plumbers' 
work, week, 2s.; Glaziers', 2s. 6d.; 
glass, seam (white 11.) i.e. 120 lbs. 

XIII. — Unskilled labour, the use of a 
man, waggon, and horse, per day, Is. 

XIV. — Quarryman, year, 41. 13s. 4d.; 
Carpenters' work, wainscots, 11. 6s. 8d., 



11. 8s. per 100 ; thatch boards, 3s. 4d., 
5s. per 100 ; thatch tiles, 1,000, 9s. ; 
wall tiles, 1,000, 5s. 

XVI. — Nails, per 1,000, double spiking, 
3s. 5d.; middle do., 2s. Id.; shingle 
nails, Is. 4d.; rope maker, per stone, 
3d. 

XVII. — Coal, chaldron, with carriage, 
5s. 8d.; hazlewood faggots, 1,000, 
11. 6s.; salt, quarter, 5s. 6d. 

XVIII. — Carriage of 877 stone of lead 
from Boroughbridge to York, 4s. 10d.; 
land carriage 237 ton stone from 
Huddlestone to Cawood, 111. 10s. 10d.; 
water do., Cawood to St. Leonard's 
Pier, York, 61. 15s.j land do., Pier to 
Church, 21. 14s. 



The prices of corn and food are extracted from the annual 
accounts of Finchall Priory, those of artizan labour from the Fabric 
Bolls of York Minster. 

Allow me to put before you prices from another year, 1482, which 
is a dear one, as the prices of the year 1418 are cheap. 



I. — Wheat, 10s. 3d.; barley, 6s. fyd.; 
oats, 2s. 6d.; peas, 8s.; beans, 8s. 

IV.— Wool, stone, 2s. 6d., 2s. 

VII.— Soap, barrel, 11. 6s. 8d., 120 lbs.; 
oil, barrel, 5s. Id. 

XII. — Iron, ton, 41. 5s. ; 51. 6s. 8d. ; 
lead, fother, 61. 10s.; Plumber, week, 
3s. -%d.; do., do., 2s. 6d., Is. 10<2. 



XIII. — Faggot making, ton, 3d. 

XIV. — Carpenter, week, 3s.; Carver, 
week, 3s.; quarrying, waggon load, 
5d.; wainscots, 100, 21. 5s.; thatch 
boards, 100, 3s. 9d.; laths, 1,000, 
10s.; tiles, 1,000, 5s. 

XVI. — Hair cloth, ell, 4d.; sackcloth, 
ell, 2}d. 

XVII. — Lime, ton, with carriage, 2s. 



I have mentioned these prices to compare them with 1530-3. 

The currency is depreciated now from 11. lis. to 11. 7s. 6f<£, 
111. 3s. Id. per cent. 

In the second Appendix (B) I have collected and classified a 
large number of Prices for the years 1530-34, under the eighteen 
leading heads just enumerated. 

We have in these prices (Table B), and they might be multiplied, 
an account of sums actually paid, on a large scale of transactions. 
They are chiefly from the Durham Household Book, and the Fabric 
Rolls of Tork Minster. It is, I may observe, of the highest import- 
ance to remember, that these are sums actually paid. Notices as 
hitherto given of prices in this period, are often exemplary of high 
and low prices at anomalous times, and in various localities, if 
indeed, as I suspect, they are not nearly imaginary. Bat these are 
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the transactions of large buyers, and often of large sellers : for the 
sales of commodities — chiefly prime necessaries of life — by these cor- 
porations are frequent and striking. 

The inferences I gather from these accounts (B) are — 

1st. That between the years 1300 to 1532, on making due allow- 
ance for the depreciation of the currency, there is no traceable muta- 
tion in the value of silver, i.e., the symbol of exchange. Periods of 
extraordinary prices of labour can be accounted for on historical 
grounds. These, though very interesting, and viewed in relation to 
prices remarkably illustrative of some of the darkest and most im- 
portant phases of the Economical History of England, are not, I 
feel, so far within the objects of the Association as to justify my pro- 
pounding them for discussion. 

2nd. That the English market was supplied with commodities of 
home and foreign produce, in quantities sufficiently large as to 
designate a regular demand, and an organized system of supply. 

3rd. That although there may have been considerable fluctuations 
in the market price of the prime necessaries of life, the record of 
actual purchases does not warrant us in imagining that the variation 
was at all so excessive, as the notices of chroniclers have induced 
historians to believe. 

4th. That in proportion to the price of the necessaries of life, 
Labour was more highly paid at the beginning of the fifteenth (say 
1400-1420), than in the first third (1400-1533) of the sixteenth 
century. 

5th. That the low price of certain foreign commodities, e.g., urine, 
Spanish iron, is an argument that transit by water was comparatively 
cheap and virtually safe. This inference is here supported by, all 
things considered, the low rates charged on the carriage of goods by 
water over known distances. 

6th. The comparative prices of certain articles in constant 
demand and regular supply, e.g., lead and iron, may be taken to 
illustrate the comparative skill of the workmen employed to reduce 
these metals from their ores. 

7th. The statutes of labourers were, as their framers constantly 
complained, nugatory, the record of prices paid exceeding greatly the 
sums allowed by Parliament to husbandry and handicraft. 

8th. Of all kinds of provisions, the highest price was paid for 
fish. So far was it from being the case (as is commonly imagined), 
that our ancestors, of all degree, had a plentiful supply of these 
articles of food; the article offish is a serious item in the accounts of 
a household, though our forefathers were no way particular in their 
choice for table. The price of fish was largely enhanced in Lent. 

Thirty years after the date of the accounts from which I have 
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extracts, the statutes of labourers were consolidated by the act of 
5 Elizabeth, 1562. The preamble of this Act acknowledges the change 
which had occurred in the value of the necessaries of life, and while 
it enacts provisions as stringent as the olden statutes of Edward III 
and Richard II did, it allows that price at which labour had been set 
before, was "a grief and burden to the poor hired man."* The scale 
of prices to which I call the attention of the Section, will, I think, 
afford evidence of the hardship in question, though I confess to find- 
ing the cause of these hardships in other reasons than the provisions 
of an Act, which, it is confessed, was habitually broken. The infor- 
mation we have dates twenty years after the fifth Elizabeth and 
fifty from the date of the Durham accounts, when, as I have argued, 
the American discoveries had as yet produced no effect on the value 
of the currency. 

The greater part of the information I possess on prices between 
1582-1621, is derived from the accounts of the Shuttleworth family. 
Three persons successively held the estates of the family during this 
period. The first is a lawyer, and was judge of the county of 
Cheshire. The second is a clergyman, and held a living in Warwick- 
shire. The third is a soldier. Some traits in the character of 
each, are discernible in the accounts. The lawyer lends and saves 
money ; the clergyman spends money, for he builds what is now the 
family mansion ; and the soldier borrows and spends. As was usual 
in those days, the country gentleman farmed and traded in farm 
produce. Unfortunately, the years 1607, part of 1608, 1610, 1615, 
are deficient in these accounts. During a year, 1608-9, the family is 
in London, and we have London prices. Next to these are Lloyd's 
Oxford prices ; Eden's price list has supplied a few data; notices are 
gleaned from the York rolls — though these are scanty ; Robert's 
southern counties, and Lord Wharton's household expenditure have 
been of service ; so the household book of Lord Chief Justice Coke, 
as far as it exists in Eden's table. 

The measure of corn used in the Shuttleworth accounts is called 
mett ; this is ordinarily understood to be a bushel. I am informed, 
in the valuable index to this publication, that it is a word still in use, 

* If I could be sure that the sums declared as paid by the Crown, in 
several accounts of work done for the Crown, were bond fide records of what was 
paid to the workmen, and that no percentage was deducted in transitu, I should 
think that the Crown paid far more highly than other people and than public 
enactments determined. Furthermore, that the practice of purveyance was a 
Parliamentary fiction, and applicable only to cases in which people could make 
themselves heard, and that the popularity of the Tudors was due, in some degree, 
to their having paid good wages— mutatis mutandis — for labour. But there are 
grave difficulties in the way of these inferences. The most trustworthy accounts 
that I have seen are prima facie, those marked in the Bodleian, by the title 
Bawlinson, A 195. But I can do no more than advert to these accounts at present. 
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but that its use is occasionally vague, or at least uncertain. But the 
ambiguity in the term is less important, as Mr. Lloyd's* prices of corn 
extend over nearly the whole time which I am commenting on, and 
these prices are not only records of actual transactions in the Oxford 
market, but closely agree with the Eton prices, a locality sufficiently 
distant to be independent authority. 

I have then continuous prices of wheat from 1582 to 1620 
inclusive. 

1. The highest price during the period, for the quarter of eight 
bushels, is that of Lady-day, 1597, when wheat reached 64s. in the 
Oxford market. Eden has a price of 100*. for the same year J and 
Mr. Roberts,! whose records are from the west, one of 120*. ; on the 
other hand the lowest price is lis. lOd. at Oxford, in 1588. 

1594, 1596, 1598, 1608, 1614, 1617, were also dear years. 

1583, 1584, 1591, 1593, 1602, were cheap years. 

The lowest price in the seventeenth century, 1601-20, is in 

1603, 23s. Id. 

2. Very little reliance can be placed on the quotations made, of 
prices of rye. The same may be said of larley. 

3. The lowest price of malt, is in 1588, 9s. 5d. ; the highest, in 
1597, 37s. 8d. The lowest price during the years 1601-20, is in 

1604, lis. lid. 

4. The prices of oats, peas, and beans, are somewhat uncertain, 

5. Hops range between 4sd. and ll\d. The tables contain 
twenty-two prices. Henipseed varies between 16s. and 56s. linseed 
between 26s. 8d., and 50s. 8d. 

6. Meat and Cattle rise steadily. 

7. Wool fluctuates considerably, from 4s. to 13s. 4<d. a stone. 
The highest prices are in 1595 and 1597. 

8. Comparatively speaking, there is little variation in the price 
of poultry. The difficulty of determining the time at which eggs are 
bought, makes an estimate uncertain, but the rise in these articles is 
considerable. 

9. The higher-priced soap is scented or sweet. 

10. A decided rise is observable in the price of butter. 

11. Tallow and candles suffer no marked change in the period. 

12. There is too little information about oil to enable one to 
draw any inference. The lower prices are of coarse kinds. 

13. Hon^ey more than doubles in price. 

14. In fish, herrings present no remarkable variations except in 
the dear years. Salmon is very high-priced in comparison with other 
provisions. The high-priced salt fish, is ling ; the low, codlings. 

15. The price of wine is low, particularly that of French wine. 

* " Prices of Corn in Oxford," by Eev. W. F. Lloyd, 1830. 
t Roberts's " Social History of the Southern Counties," p. 197. 
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All the prices designated are of small quantities. I have not thought 
it necessary to reduce hogsheads and tuns ; the tun occurs but rarely 
in the accounts to which I have had access. 

16. Vinegar is, I conclude, wine vinegar. 

17. Except in connexion with the price of malt, that of ale and 
beer is not particularly suggestive. 

18. Flax and hemp are, as far as the accounts guide us, com- 
paratively dear, even at the lowest modern prices ; at the highest 
they are excessively so. 

19. Lead varies in the prices assigned to it, between 11?. 4*. — \d. 
and 71. 17*. the t'other of 19i cwt. 

20. Iron, as in earlier times, is of home produce, or procured 
from Spain and Italy ; the lowest price is SI. 13*. 4td., the highest 
21Z. 3*. 4<d. ; two quotations are given of steel, at 371. and 271. 15*. a 
ton. 

21. The market value of the rarer groceries, which I have put 
under the general name of spices, the term by which they are known 
in the accounts, represents considerable fluctuations, but no sign of 
permanent increase ; if at all, the cost is diminished. 

22. In estimating the price of labour, it is not always easy to 
determine whether the payments made included the food of the 
labourer. There are, it is true, considerable differences in price at 
the same date, but separate bargains are obviously made with the 
separate labourers ; payments by piece, however, invariably exclude 
the items of maintenance. I may observe that labour was procured 
from a distance ; one entry in the Shuttleworth accounts specifies 
that the haymakers were " London people." 

Ploughmen are paid from 5d. to 2d. a day, and from 1*. 2d. to 
1*. lid. the acre ; reapers and mowers from 3d. to lOd. a day, and 
the latter 1*. Qd. to 1*. Sd. an acre ; the former 2*. 8d. to 3*. 8d. 
an acre. 

But there is no sign of any increase in the price of labour, skilled 
or unskilled, during this time. There is little evidence of a general 
remuneration correspondent to the enlarged cost of the necessaries 
of life before the Protectorate, when the dearness of provisions 
caused a re-settlement of the assize of wages, and with this re-settle- 
ment a permanent increase. The only apparent rise is in the 
heading, unskilled and female labour, in which an advance takes 
place at the end of the period. 

The same facts apply equally to the labour of artizans. 

There is a rise in the market value of hides and shins, of tar, used 
largely in dressing sheep, of salt, and some similar commodities. 

The rent of land is represented by that of pasture or meadow ; 
this is on the increase. 

The ordinary rate of interest is 10 per cent. 

VOL. XXIV. PABT IV. 2 O 
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I can now lay before the Section a table of Comparative Prices 
(Appendix A), 1530-1620, comprising 33 heads, on which it is 
possible to contrast with greater or less accuracy, the change in 
values which ensued on the American discoveries. 

It must be observed that in setting the price of each article at 
100, and computing the percentage of increased or decreased value, 
that there is an important caution which one must not lose sight of. 
The currency was depreciated between the years 1530-3 and 1582 
onwards, by about 24 per cent. The rise in prices is, therefore, 
nominal, and is not really so great as appears, while the fall, when it 
does occur, is greater than it seems. But I have not thought it 
necessary to incorporate this element into the comparison ; sufficient 
information, as to the relations between labour prices, foreign pro- 
duce prices, and home prices, is contained in the comparison of 
nominal values ; and these are sufficiently surprising. There is, the 
Section will observe, a prodigious rise in the price of the necessaries 
of life, and an extraordinary decline in the market value of labour, 
and especially of agricultural labour.* 

By far the most interesting question, however, a partial solution 
to which is procurable from these accounts, is the effect of the 
American discoveries. 

I need not remind the Section that great alarm has been ex- 
pressed at the possible derangement of existing permanent relations 
(such as that of the annuities paid on public credit) in consequence 
of the discovery of great gold fields, and in the possible disturbance 
of a ratio between the two forms of currency, which, either separately 
or conjointly, represent a legal tender in modern States. At present 
there is, 1 think I may say, no evidence that any derangement, or 
any marked disturbance of the ratio have arisen. Hereafter they 
may, but the abstract reasoning on which persons have derived their 
inferences, has, I imagine, been incomplete, and the reference to 
facts, the most prominent of which is the change of values in the 
sixteenth century, has been, from omissions in the calculation of 
causes, deficient in logical precision. Without pretending to enter 
into the economical circumstances which may affect the future rela- 
tive value of the currency, I will venture on stating what deductions 
must, in my opinion, be made to any argument, from prices in the 
sixteenth century, before we can gather them with even an approxi- 
mate exactness. 

* It must be observed that the prices of labour are almost entirely gathered 
from the Shuttleworth Accounts. But on the other hand the contrast is with the 
Durham Accounts ; a locality near enough to suggest that no great difference of 
comparative values could naturally arise. Labour travelled as freely in those days 
as now ; indeed, in the account books of Elizabeth we find that mechanics for 
Greenwich and the Tower are procured from places as distant as Cardiff, Dorchester, 
Brighton, Bristol, and Bridgwater. 
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The first of these was the destruction of the monasteries. As 
elements in the economical state of the nation, these corporations 
were great agricultural producers, and employed agricultural and 
mechanical labour very largely. Contemporary history is full of 
complaints of the practice of turning arable land into pasture, a 
practice which may indicate diminished capital, as well as a pru- 
dential change. With a population of labourers at least stationary 
or perhaps advancing — and the latter is the ordinary view, and a 
great diminution of capital, the opposite results of an increase in the 
price of food, and a decrease in the value of labour, would ensue. 

2. The vast increase in the supply of the precious metals was pecu- 
liar and unprecedented. The conquerors of those American regions 
in which these metals are produced in such enormous comparative 
quantities, found them already smelted, refined, and available for 
exportation. When these resources were exhausted, there was a 
large population to fall back on, already familiar with mining oper- 
ations, whom the Spaniards exterminated by compulsory and rigorous 
labour. The value of the precious metals must fall (as that of every 
commodity must fall), if no labour or little labour is given in 
exchange for them. 

3. The theory which prevailed at this time on profitable trade, 
the terms of which remain to our own time, not only denned national 
prosperity to consist in a balance of exports over imports, and to 
provisions, in great degree nugatory, it must be allowed to prevent 
the efllux of specie, but consumption was actually narrowed by 
public acts, and by private rules. The violent attempts to raise 
prices, or to keep them at least stationary (which was the tradi- 
tional policy of the Dutch trade), must have diminished the value of 
a currency, by limiting its possession to fewer hands. To refer to 
Adam Smith's comparison of the functions of money, it was like 
making a number of new roads and carefully precluding traffic from 
them. This interference with the expansion of trade, was, I make no 
doubt, the chief cause of the decline of the Dutch trading companies, 
and not as has been alleged, the burden of taxation. Even at 
present, when any idea that prices should be kept up by artificial 
means, is exploded, the phraseology of the markets is favourable 
or unfavourable to the seller, not to the consumer. 

But whatever may have been the rise in the price of the con- 
veniences and necessaries of life, there is no doubt about the gravely 
depressed condition of the labour market. Mr. Hallam has called 
attention to the contrast between the price of labour in the fifteenth 
and in the eighteenth century, but he has not adverted to the sudden- 
ness with which these low prices were stereotyped in the sixteenth. 
The princes of the house of Tudor were answerable for little good 
and much evil. They could not have, it is true, interfered with these 

2 o 2 
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causes, which must have had their effect on prices sooner or later, 
and which were due to a vast augmentation in the amount of specie, 
but their debasement of the currency (short time though it lasted), 
and their permanent depreciation of it, in the face of a rapid rise in 
the price of commodities, were acts as profligate as mischievous, and, 
finally, as suicidal as could be conceived. 



APPENDICES. 



(A.) The first of the following three Appendices is intended to be a Summary 
or Digest of the evidence given in greater detail in (B) and (C). I have already 
explained the construction of (A) at page 548 ante — , and it will be sufficient to 
point out here, that by means of the cols, of " Ratio or Decimal Value," easy 
means are provided for measuring the variations of price from the datum line of 
the prices of 1530-33. In the columns of Table (A) the first quoted prices are 
averages from the Durham Bursar's compotus for four years, 1530-33. 

The other prices are averages of decades (the first is for nine years only), from 
1582 to 1620, extracted from the above-named authorities. The Corn prices are 
reduced from Lloyd's Oxford prices only. 

(B) gives for each of the five years 1530-34, a series of prices of some extent 
arranged under the seventeen heads or groups set forth at page 542 ante. 

(C) contains an account of the prices paid for certain selected articles during 
the years 1582-1620, and of the rates at which labour was actually hired. The 
quotations are chiefly procured, as the title to the paper indicates, from the 
Shuttleworth accounts, and the Fabric Bolls of York Minster; that is to say, they 
are accounts of prices in the North of England. But the prices of Corn are 
procured from the record of sales actually made in the Oxford Market. These 
have been registered weekly since 1582, in pursuance of an Act of Parliament of 
that year, the Corn rents of the Colleges being fixed for each year from an average 
taken between the price at Lady-day and Michaelmas. These prices are marked 
(L) in the table, the former being the Spring, the latter the Autumn price. For a 
full discussion and analysis of the evidence relating to the Prices of Corn in 
England since the fifteenth century, I may refer to the second Appendix in the sixth 
vol. of Tooke and Kewmarch's " History of Prices," especially to pp. 347-60. The 
other letters are explained at the head of the Appendix. 
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Table A. 



Prices in England, 1530-1620. — Summary Statement, with Cols, indicating 
Ratio of Variation as compared with Prices of 1530-33. 



Years. 


Wheat. 

(Average.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Malt. 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Oxen. 

(Average) 


Ratio 

or 
Decimal 
Value. 


Cows. 

(Average.) 


Ratio 

or 
Decimal 
Value. 


1530-1533.... 

1583-1590 .. 
'91-1600... 

1601-1610... 
'11- '20.... 


£ s. d. 

- 5 9| 

1 1 11* 
1 10 11 

1 5 -h 
1 14 9i 


100 

378 
568 

428 
595 


£ s. d. 

- 8 2 

- 13 7} 

- 19 6 

- 17 11* 
1 - 3 


100 

165 
239 

220 
248 


£ s. d. 
- 15 7 

3 4 5 
3 11 1\ 

3 18 4 
5 17 4 


100 

386 
456 

5° 2 
752 


£ s. d. 
- 10 1$ 

1 13 2^ 


100 

328 


Years. 


Sheep. 

(Average.) 


Ratio 

or 
Decimal 
Value. 


Lambs. 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Wool. 


Ratio 

or 
Decimal 
Value 


Capons. 


Eath 

Or 

Decimal 

Value. 


1530-1533.... 

1583-1590 ... 
•91-1600 ... 

1601-1610... 
'11- '20... 


s. d. 
1 11* 

5 2 
5 - 

5 114 


100 

270 
260 

308 


s. d. 
1 - 

3 4$ 
3 5 

6 1 
3 8 


100 

333 
34i 

608 
366 


s. d. 
3 - 

7 - 
13 3 

7 6 


100 

233 
451 

250 


£ s. d. 

- H 

- 9 

- 6} 

1 8 
1 5 


100 

109 

84 

242 
206 


Years. 


Chickens. 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Butter. 
(Stone.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Honey. 

(Gallon ) 


Ratio 

or 
Decimal 
Value. 


Cod 
or Ling. 

(1,000.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


1530-1533 .. 

1583-1590 . 

'91-1600.... 

1601-1610.. 
'11- '20... 


*. d. 

- ~i 

- If 

- 2* 

- 4 

- 93 


100 

190 

285 

457 
299 


*. d. 

-101 

2 10 

3 4 

4 2* 
3 10£ 


100 

329 

367 

488 

45° 


s. d. 

1 5* 

2 4 
5 H 

5 1 
5 Si 


100 

160 
349 

348 
381 


£ s. d. 
20 11 10* 

58 2 - 
118 - - 

124 10 - 
83 - - 


100 

282 

574 

610 
4°3 
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Years. 


Rabbits. 

(Couple.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Herrings. 
(Red.) 

(1,000.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Claret. 
(Hhd.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Raisins. 

(lb.) 


Ratio 

TO 

Decimal 
Value. 


1530-1533.... 

1583-1590.... 
'91-1600.... 

1601-1610.... 
'11- '20.... 


d. 

H 

9 

10 
10 


100 
146 

211 

235 
235 


£ s. d. 
- 11 10 

1 2 7 
1 8 - 

14- 
15 5 


100 

190 

236 

202 
214 


£ s. d. 
1 13 - 

5 8 7 

7 2 7 

8 8- 

6 6- 


100 

329 

332 

509 

381 


d. 
2 

3§ 
4* 

6 
6 


100 

183 

%\% 

300 
300 


Years. 


Pepper. 

(lb.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Cloves. 

(lb.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Sugar. 
(lb.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Lead. 

(Fother.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


1530-1533.... 

1583-1590... 
'91-1600.... 

1601-1610.... 
'11- '20.... 


s. d. 

2 - 

3 9 

3 7 

3 4 


100 

187 

179 
166 


s. d. 
8 - 

5 9 

5 4 

7 5 


100 

71 

66 
82 


s. d. 
- 7* 

1 4 

1 4 

1 7 
1 5} 


100 

206 
206 

2+5 
222 


£ s. d. 
2 18 6 

10 9 U 

8 9 4 


100 

357 
z88 


Years. 


Iron. 

(Ton.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Solder, 
(lb.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Mowing. 
(Day.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Mowing. 
(Acre.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


1530-1533.... 

1583-1590.... 
'91-1600.... 

1601-1610.... 
'11- '20... 


£ s. d. 
6 1 - 

13 15 7 

15 12 8 

16 2 2 
16 2 8 


100 

22? 

258 

266 
266 


d. 
3 

4 
6 

6 

8 


100 

133 

200 

200 

266 


d. 
6 

3 
4 

3 
10 


100 

50 

66 

5° 
166 


*. d. 
- 6 

1 6 
1 7 


100 

300 

316 


Years. 


Threshing. 
(Day.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Ploughing. 

(Day.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Women's 
Agri- 
culture. 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Carpenters. 
(Day.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


1530-1533.... 

1583-1590.... 
'91-1600.... 

1601-1610.... 
'11- '20... 


d. 

H 

5* 

5 

54 


100 

148 

142 
157 


d. 

8 

2 

3 
3 


100 

56 

25 

37 
37 


d. 
1* 

1 

2 

If 


100 

57 
145 

120 
95 


d. 

5 

3 
2* 

5 
4| 


100 

60 

55 

1 00 
95 
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Years. 


Masons. 
(Day) 


Ratio 

Decimal 
Value. 


Mason's 
Labourer. 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


Double 
Spiking. 

(1,01.0.; 


Ratio 

or 
Decimal 
Value. 


Salt. 
(Quarter.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


1530-1533... 

1583-1590 .. 
'91-1600... 

1601-1610.... 
'11- '20.... 


d. 

5 

4 

5 
4 


100 

8o 

45 

IOO 

8o 


d. 
3 

H 


100 

5° 

75 
75 


s. d. 
3 5i 

8 4 

8 6 


100 

241 

Hi 


£ s. d. 

- 4 4 

1 4 - 

- 19 2 

1 11 1 

2 2- 


100 

554 
44* 

7'9 
969 


Years. 


Tar. 

(Gallon.) 


Ratio 

or 

Decimal 

Value. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1530-1533... 

1583-1590... 
'91-1600.... 

1601-1610.... 
'11- '20.... 


s. d. 
1 7 

1 4 

1 2i 

1 4 
1 9 


100 

84 

71 

84 
no 











— 


— 






The above summary statement (A) establishes conclusively the fact of a steady 
and large rise in the price of nearly all commodities during the thirty-nine years 
included in the period (1583-1620), over which the Shuttleworth accounts extend. 
This rise cannot be assigned to any large increase in population, or of national 
resources. There is no reason to believe that the population increased. There is 
no evidence of any development of the material prosperity of the nation during the 
reigns of Elizabeth and. James the First, but rather the contrary, if we take into 
account the scanty Continental influence of both these sovereigns, and there does 
not appear to have been any increased demand for luxuries. I have inspected some 
of the bursar's books of St. John's College, Oxford, during the period 1582-1620, 
and the only purchases of wine by the President and Fellows of what was then* 
one of the best endowed colleges, were for Sacramental use. And so with other 
commodities ; along with increased price there is evidence of diminished con- 
sumption. 

Again, the reader will note the virtual, and frequently even the nominal decline 
in the price of labour. This becomes far more marked when the contrast is made 
with the earlier period, 1530-33. 



* The Founder of St. John's, Oxford, endowed it — as I have been told — chiefly 
with fee-farm rents. 
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Tabus (B.) — Prices in England, 1530-34, 



1530. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pricks. 



1531. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pricks. 



Wheat. 

Barley , 
Malt* . 



Peas 



Oxen 

Cows 

Stirks 

Twinters , 

Whyes 

Horses 

Calves 



Rams 



III. 



IV. 



Muttons 

Two years 

Ewes 

Lambs 

Wool stone 



Pigs .... 
Boars 



Capons 
Chickens 



VI. 



£ s. d. £ s. d. 



12 



6 . 

4 8 @ 

4 8 „ 

5 9 „ 

6 8 „ 



4 9 

5 4 
5 9} 

7 



15 


. 10 


11 


. 7 


— 


. 3 


— 


. 10 


— 


. 6 


— 


. 14 



19 . 

13 . 

3 4 



1 9 <a> . 2 ri 

1 10 „ . 2 2 

1 11 — 

. 10* „ . 1 5 



1 10 
6 8 



6 @ . - 8 



-{ 
-{ 



20 
15 



10 



£ s. d. £ s. d. 

. 4 8®. 5 . 

. 5 4 „ . 6 . 

. 5 4 „ . 10 . 

.11 4 „ . 10 . 

. 11 . — 

. 10 6 „ . 9 2| 

. 9 . „ . 8 . 

. 7 6-f — 

. 8 8 „ . 8 9 

. 9 4 „ . 11 4 

. 10 . — 

. 10 8 — 



. 7 6 @ 1 7 6 
. 8 2 „ . 13 . 



. 10 
. 17 



18 . 



1 9*@ . 2 4 
12,,. 39 



1 6 

2 . 
. 10 
2 8 

1 84 
6 8 



2 2 

2 4 
1 5 



* It will be observed that the year 1531 was a bad year for barley. The fact must be note 
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1532. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pricks. 



1533. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Prices. 



1534. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated . 



Prices. 



}- 



24 
16 



£ s. d. 

6 8 

6 4 

5 3 

8 9 

7 . 

8 . 

7 6 



£ s. d. 
6 6 



4 8 

8 6 

6 8 

7 9 

8 4 



6 8 @ 1 1 

7 8 „ . 12 

9 . „ . 16 



1 3 9 


,, 2 


16 


3 


. 3 . 




— 




. 1 9 


@ . 


2 


4 


. 1 3 


33 • 


1 


9 


. . 10 


13 • 


1 


3 


. 3 . 




— 




. 1 3i@ . 


5 


. 


. 6 . 


It • 


11 


• 


. . 6 ® . 


1 


# 


. . .i 


*t • 




1 



£ s. d. 
. 5 4 



£ s. d. 



£ s. d. £ s. d. 



18 
17 



9 6 @ 1 16 . 

7 9 „ . 12 . 

8 4 — 
15 . — 



2 . 


— 


16®. 


1 8 


— 


— 


2 . 


— 


• 10 „ . 


1 1 


3 . „ . 


3 4 


1 10 @ . 


5 . 


6 8 „ . 


8 6 



4H@. . 

1 ,. - 



as bearing on the general average. 



t Norwich. 
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Table (B.)— Prices in England, 1530-34, 



1530. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pkices. 



1531. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pbices. 



Pigeons .per doz. 

Rabbits per couple 

VII. 

Butter stone 

Oil barrel 



£ s. d. 

. . 4 



£ s. d. 



Honey barrel (18 gals.) 



Wax doz. lb. 

VIII. 

Salmon scam. 

Cod or ling per 1,000 

Codling „ 

Herrings, Red „ 

Cade 

Herrings, White barrel 

IX. 

Wine, red hhd. 

„ white ,, 

„ claret „ 

X. 

Cloth doz. ells 

,, 2nd quality 



„ 3rd „ 



Linen, seven qualities,! M 
ranging from J^ 



XI. 

Spices, foreign, Ginger ............lb. 



-{ 



1 2 
1 8 



1 4 



18 6 8 ©20 16 

. 9 . — 

. 6 4 „ . 

.98 — 

1 10 . — 

1 13 9 — 

1 10 . © 1 13 



}- 



£ s. d. 

. . 4 



2 . . 

1 . . 

1 10 . 

. 1 6 

. 6 . 



£ s. d. 



1 2 



1 7 



6 . © . 9 . 

16 13 4 „25 . . 

2 3 6 — 

. 9 . — 

. 5 . „ 7 6 

. 10 6 — 

1 15 7 @ 2 . . 

1 18 4 „ 2 . . 

2 . . — 



1 3 2 

1 4 . 

18 . 

8 



10„ 

7^» 
6i„ 
54 >, 
44 „ 
34 „ 
24 „ 



1 4 



7 6 
2 . 
2 . 

. 9 

'. 7 
. 6 

. 5 

. 4 

. 3 

. 2 



2 8 
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1532. 


1533. 


1534. 




Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Phicks. 


Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


PfilCES. 


[Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Pbices. 






£ s. d. £ s. d. 




£ s. d. £ s. d. 




£ s. d. £ s. d. 




— 


. . 4 „ — 


— 


— — 


— 


— — 




— 


. . 2 — 


3 


. . 4 „ . . 6 


— 


— — 







. . 10 — 


_ 


. . 10 © . .11 


— 


_ __ 




— 


1 10 . © 1 13 4 


— 


1 10 . — 


— 


— — 




— 


_ _ 


— 


. 13 4 — 


— 


_ _ 




— 


1 7 . „ 1 10 . 


— 


1 7 . „ 1 6 8 


— 


— — 




— 


. 6 . „ . 7 . 


3 


. 5 3 „ . 7 . 


— 


— — 




3 


. 6 . @ . 11 . 


4 


. 6 . © . 12 . 


__ 


— — . 




— 


20 . . — 


4 


13 6 8 „33 6 8 


— 


— — 




3 


1 17 6 — 


3 


1 13 4 „ 2 . . 


— 


— — 




— 


. 9 . — 


3 


. 9 . „ 1 . . 


— 


— — 




— 


. 7 . „ . 8 . 


— 


. 6 8 „ . 7 . 


— 


— — 




— 


.11 4 „ . 18 . 


— 


. 11 . „ . 18 . 


— 


— — 




— 


1 3 4 © 1 13 4 


— 


— — 





_ _ 




— 


— — 


— 


— — 


— 


— — 




3 


1 3 4 „ 1 13 4 


— 


13 4 — 


— 


— — 




3 


1 8 . © 1 10 . 





1 6 8 © 1 12 . 


_ _ 


_ 




— 


1 3 4 „ 1 3 8 


— 


13 4 — 


— 


— — 




4 


. 11 4 „ 1 . . 




1 . . — 








. 














3 


. 1 8 © . 2 . 


— 


. 1 10 © . 2 . 


— 


. 2 . © . 2 8 
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Table (B.) — Prices in England, 1530-34, 



Articles. 



Spices, foreign, Pepper lb. 

„ Mace ,, 

„ Cloves » 

Fruits, forsign, Dates „ 

„ Prunes ,, 

„ Currants „ 

„ Raisins „ 

» Figs » 

„ Almonds ,, 

Colours, Saffron ,, 

„ Sanders ,, 

,, Turnsole „ 

Sundries, Liquorice lb. 

„ Aniseed „ 

„ Rice „ 

„ Sugar „ 

XII. 
Metals, Lead father 

„ Iron, Spanish ....per ton 

„ „ Lucca , 

„ „ Weardale „ 

„ Solder (Tin) per lb. 

„ Steel burden (faggot) .... 

„ Brass per stone 

„ Silver - oz. 

» » gilt » 

Plumber per day 

Glazier's work v „ foot 

XIII. 

Agricultural labourer — 

Mowing per day 

, .» acre 



1530. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated 



Pmcbs. 



£ e. d. 



£ s. d. 

1 10 

9 . 

9 . 



. 10 — 

. 4 — 

. 2 — 

. 2 — 

. 2 — 

10 8 — 

16 — 



4 6 — 



6 — 



1531. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pkices. 



£ ». d. 
] 10 

10 . 

7 . 



£ s. d. 

1 11 

12 . 

14 . 



. 6 „ 

• 1*,» 
. 3 „ 
. 2 — 
. 3 — 

• " »» • • 

1 2 10£ — 

1 4 „ . 2 

14 — 

. 3 „ . . 

. 3i„ . . 

• 2J„ . . 



4 

n 

10 



. . @ 5 6 8 

. 2 „ . . 3 

3 2 — 

3 8 — 

4 8 — 
. 5 — 
. 2 — 



6 — 

6 — 
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1532. 


1533. 


1534. 




Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Prices. 


Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Prices. 


Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Pricps. 






£ s. d. £ 


s. d. 




£ i: d. £ s. d. 




£ *. d. £ s. d. 




— 


. . 11 


— 


5 




1 10 @ . 2 10 


3 


. 1 9 @ . Ill 




— 


. !) . 


— 


_ 




10 . — 


— 


. 7 . „ . 9 . 




— 


6 . 


— 






ti 4 „ . 7 . 


— 


. 6 . „ . 7 6 




3 


. . 4 ® . 


. 8 


— 




. 5 „ . . 


— 


. . 5 — 




— 


■ . H „ . 


. 2 


— 




. 1J 


— 


— — 




3 


. • 2*., . 


• 3 * 


2 




. 3 — 


„_ 


. . 3 — 




— 


• ■ 1 ,, • 


2 




18 2 A 


— 


. . H - 




— 


. . 2 


— 


— 




. 2 — 


— 


• • 2 T ° T - 




— 


. . 3 


— 


3 




. 3 „ . . 4 


3 


. . 3 — 




— 


1 ] 4 „ . 


12 . 


— 




16 9 — 


— 


1 . . — 




3 


. 1 4 ,, . 


2 . 


3 




1 4 „ . 18 


— 


. 1 4 „ . 18 




— 


. 1 4 


— 


— 




1 4 „ . 18 


— 


.14 — 




— 


• • 2 „ . 


• 2J 


— 




. 3 — 


— 


. . 3 — 




— 


• • n„ ■ 


. 3 


3 




. 2 „ . . 3 


— 


_ 




— 


. . 2 


— 


— 




. 2 „ . . 2\ 


— 


. . 21 — 






. . 8 


— 


■ — • 




. 7 „ . . 8 


— 


. . 7 — 




— 


— 


— 


-{ 




2 12 . @ 2 18 6 
? 5 . — 


}- 


— — 




— 


6 . . (a). 5 




— 




— — 


— 


— — 




— 


— 


— 


— 




— — 


— 


5 8. — 




— 


— 


— 


— 




5 . . „ 13 4 


— 


— — 




3 


■ • 2 „ . 


. 5 


3 




. 3 „ . . 4 


— 


— — 




— 


— 


— 


— 




3 . — 


— 


— — 




— 


1 9 


— 


— 




1 9 — 


— 


_ _ 




— 


— 


— 


— 




— — 


— 


— — 




— 


. . 5 


— 


— 




5 — 


— 


— _ 






. . 2 








. 2 — 




. — 







. . 6 









. 6 — 








— 


. . 6 


— 


— 




. 6 — 


— 


— — 
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Table (B.)-PWi»»i England, 1530-34, 



Akticles. 



1530. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Prices. 



1531. 



Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Pkices. 



Reaping, yane* 

„ „ and binder day.... 
Threshing, Wheat and rye qr. 

„ Barley „ 

» Oats , 

„ Peas, beans „ 

„ „ per day 

Winnowing qr. 

Ploughing, day, without food.... 

Women's work 

Dung cart, day, without food 

i, with „ 

Spreading dung 

Thatcher 



and man 



XIV. 

Carpenter per day 

„ (two — man J „ week 
and son) \ all year 

Wainscots per hund. 



per rod 

„ day 

Laths, rending 1,000 

Wheelwright, &c 

Mason per day 

,, man 

„ rod 

Painting , .... „ 

Plastering day 

Hewing stone ,, 

XV. 

Household servants year\ — 



£ s. d. £ *. d. 



. . 6 
. • 21 



13 



£ s. 

. 1 



d. 



£ s. d. 



4 
3 

2 @ 
2 „ 



. . 2* 



. 3 
4 3 



3 @ 

4 

4 



1 8 „ 



3 






13 


4 




. 


4 


»! 




3 




4 


(i 

8 





. 6 



6 8 



* Three reapers are a yane. 
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1532. 


1533. 


1534. 




Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Pricks. 


Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Prices. 


Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Prices. 




— 


£ s. d. £ s. d. 


— 


£ s. d. £ 


s. d. 


— 


£ s. d. £ s. d. 







. . 4 — 







1 4 

. 4 





— 







— 


. . 3 — 


— 




. 3 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. . 2 — 


— 




. 2 ® . 


. 3 


— 


— — 




— 


— — 


— 




• 2 „ . 


. 4 


— 


— — 




— 


— — 


— 




• 3 „ . 


. 4 


— 


— — 




— 


JL 


— 




• -i 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. . 8 — 


— 




. 8 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. . li - 


— 




. 2 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


— — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — . 




— 


o 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. . li - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


— 


-{ 


• • 3 „ . 
. . 4 


. 3J 


}- 


— — 




— 


. . 7 @ . . 6 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — 




4 


. . 3 @ . .6 


— 


. . 6 


— 


— 


— 




— 


.34 — 


— 


. 3 4 


— 


— 


_ _ 




— 


5 . . „ 6 13 4 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. 2 8 „ . 3 . 


— 


. 2 8 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. . f> — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. 3 . — 


— 


. 6 . @ . 


9 . 


— 


— — 




— 


1 13 4 — 


— 


1 13 4 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


— — 


4 


• • 3 „ . 


. 6 


— 


— — 




— 


— — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. 3 . „ . 4 6 


— 


. 4 6 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


. . 8 — 


— 


. . 8 


— 


— 


— — 




— 


— — 


5 


• • 2 „ . 


. 5 


— 


— — , 




4 


. . 3 „ . . 6 


— ■ 


. . 5 


— 


— 


— — 




12 


13 4 @ . 6 8 


12 


6 13 4 @ . 


6 8 


— 


— — 



562 Eogees on Wages and Prices in England, 1582-1620. [Dec. 

Table (B.)— Prices in England, 1530-34, 





1530. 


1531. 




Abticlks. 


Number 
of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 


Prices. 


Nu il be 
of Ouo 
tati >n* 
Inves- 
tigated 


Psices. 




XVI. 




£ *. d. £ 


s. d. 




£ s. d. J. 


*. d. 






„ 


. . 2 








. . 2 






Nails, per 1,000, doable spiking 


— 


. 3 . @ . 


3 4 


— 


. 2 6 


— 




,, single , 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1 6 


— 




,, brags „ .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


. 10 . 


— 






— 


— 


— 


— 


. . 3 


— 




Sackcloth (4 ells to a sack) .... „ 


— 


— 


— 


5 


. . 2 @ . 


. 3 








— 


— 


— 


• • H 


— 










— 


— 


— 


— 


— 






XVII. 


















— 


— 


— 


— 


. 1 3 


— 




Collier per day 


— 


— 


— 


— 


. . 4i 


— 






— 


— 


— 


— 


. 4 . 


_. 




XVI 1 1. 


















— 


— 


— 


— 


. 5 . 


— 




„ gallon 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 






— 


— 


— 


— 


. 1 (> 


— 






— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 






— 


— 


— 


— 


. 5 . 


— 




Paper per quire 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


















. 3 . 
. 3 . 


: 










— 


— 


— 


— 


. 1 8 


— 






— 


— 


— 


— 


. lfi . 


... 




Land carriage, 4 hhds. from "1 


— 


. 1 10 

. 2 


— 


— 


... 


.... 




Land carriage, 5 barrels of"! 




Land carriage, 2 hhds. from 1 


— 


— 


— 





— 


— 




Sea carriage, Berwick to Dur- \ 
ham, 10 barrels herrings ... J 


— 


. 3 4 


— 


— 


— 


— 




Sea carriage, Shields to Dur- "1 
ham, 18 barrels herring9 .... J 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


- 




Sea carriage, Newcastle to Dnr- "1 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 
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1532. 



1533. 



1534. 



Number 

of Quo- 
tations 
Inves- 
tigated. 



Peices. 



Number 

of Quo- 
tations 

Inves- 
tigated. 



PaicES. 



£ *. d. 
. . 2 



£ *. d. 



I 6 — 





3 




— 




4 




— 




9 




— 




1 




— 


i 


3 







. 


3 




— 


1 


n 




— 


5 


8 


@ 


5 10 


1 


4 


»» 


1 10 


1 


6 




— 


2 


4 




— 




2 


>» 


. 3 


2 


8 




— 


2 


8 


»» 


. 3 . 



16 . „ . 18 . 



*. d. 
. 2 
5 



4 

2* 
4 
8 6 



£ s. d. 



£ s. d. £ s. d. 



. 10 



13®. 2 
. 3 — 

3 4 — 



. 7 
. 6 



2§„ 



18 — 



.18 — 

. 1 . — 

.24 — 



4 21 — 



3 8 



VOL. XXIV. PAST IT. 



2r 
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Table C. — Prices of Commodities in England, 1582-1620, computed from the 
sources mentioned below. 

Table C. — The commodities in the following columns are priced in shillings and pence. 
There are two exceptions, i. e. the prices of iron and lead, by the ton of 20 cwt. and the 
fother of 19J cwt., which are denoted by £ s. d. 

The italics annexed to prices are to be understood as follows : — 

I. Lloyd's prices of wheat, malt, and occasionally of barley, oats, peas, and beans in the 
Oxford market. The first is on Lady-day, the second on Michaelmas. 

n. The Bursar's rolls (annual) of New College, used in these tables for the prices of 
one year only, 1582. 

e. Prices in Eden's " History of the Poor." These are not very trustworthy, unless 
supported by other testimony. 

r. Eobert's " Southern Counties." 

«>. Lord Wharton's " Household Book," in the Archaeologia Juliana, 1585. 

*. Shuttleworth Accounts. 

In some of the cols, as " Hops," the prices are in pence, and consistently with the 
notation of the rest of the table, are expressed " /2s," which signifies twopence, from the s or 
Shuttleworth Accounts. 



Where no letter is annexed the price is taken from the Shuttleworth Accounts. 


Years. 


Wheat. 


Rye. 


Barley. 


Malt. 




(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


1582 .... 


16/4», 22/8» 


— 


16/» 


— 


'83 .... 


r i9/«, 17/9;, \ 

\ 16/71, 49/4* J 


— 


16/8*, 16/*, 18/8 


114/ 


'84 .... 


/ 20/e, 37/4*, \ 
I 15/5/, U/l J 


— 


— 


11/4/, 11/4/, 


'85 .... 


J 24/e, 17/2/, 24/1 11, \ 
\ 26/8w, 53/4to j 


26/8w 


— 


fll/4/, 13/10/, 
I 26/8w 


1586 .... 


[40/s, 60/*, 50/8*. "1 
\ 28/r, 64/r, 29/8/, i 
L 34/4? J 


48/r, 36/e 


flS/Sr, 42/$r,\ 
\32/* 26/8* J 


24/e, 16/4/, 17/7/ 


'87 .... 


J100/e, 20/e, 39/1/, \ 
1.16/7/, 80/r, 96/* J 


21/4r 


17/4r, 18/r 


21/4/, 15/1/ 


'88 .... 


1 1/10/, 16/7/ 


— 


— 


9/5/, 9/5/ 


'89 . .. 


19//, 20/2/ 


10/e, 16/e 


13/4e 


11/4/, 13/6/ 


1590 . .. 


23/8/, 22/6/, 21/e 


17/6e 


13/4e 


12/7/, 20/1/ 


'91 . .. 


21/4/, 19//, 18/e, 39/* 


— 


— 


18/10/, 15/8/ 


'92 . .. 


J" 30/10*, 16/7/, "1 
(. 24/8*, 18/e, 29/8 J 


— 


18 8* 


11/4/, 11/4/ 


'93 . . 


/21/4*, 16//, 20/9/, "1 
1 20/e, 12/e / 


8/e 


12/e 


ri2/e, 10/8/, 
\ 11/11/ 


'94 .. 


J 22/6/, 41/6/, 1 
l 48/e, 56/e J" 


40/e, 32/e 


18/8* 


12/7/, 20/1/ 
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Years. 


Wheat. 
(Or. 8 bushels.) 


Rye. 

(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


Barley. 

(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


Malt. 
(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


1595 .... 


[39/1/, 37/11/, 72/r,1 
\ 50/8*, 42/e, 44/e, \ 
L 53/4* J 


80/r, 42/8*, 26/8e 


24/*, 20/e 


64/r, 22/7/ 


'96 .... 


J35/7/, 56/11/, 36/e,\ 
1 100/e, 80/r, 120/r J 


60/r, 48/e, 39/4e 


48/r 


18/10/, 30,1/ 


'97 .... 


f 64/^, 49/9/, 160/r, 
\ 32/e, 106/8e 


112/r, 42/6e,\ 
72/6e ]" 


104/r, 120/r 


37/8/, 32/8/ 


'98 .... 


J47/5/, 28/5/, 64/r,\ 
\ 16/«, 18/e J 


48/r 


48/r- 


25/1/ 


'99 .... 


[32/r, 26/1/, 21/4/, I 
1 27/e, 28/e / 


— 


20/r 


15/1/, 13/10/ 


1600 .... 


24/11/, 33/2/ 


— 


— 


13/10/, 20/1/ 


'01 .... 


28/5/, 24/11/, 42/8r 


— 


30/8* 


20/1/, 18/10/ 


'02 .... 


20/2/, 28/5/, 69/4r 


— 


24/* 


J15/1Z, 13/10/, 
\ 26/8* 


'03 .... 


30/3/, 23/1/ 


— 


24/*, 26/8* 


12/7/, 12/7/ 


'04 .... 


/ 40/*, 23/8/, 24/11/, 1 
I 53/4r J 


— 


— 


11/11/, 14/U 


1605 .... 
'06 .... 


J" 28/5/, 25/6/, 40/*, "1 
\ 45/4* J 

23/8/, 27/3/ 


— 


20/* 
20/* 


17/7/, 19/5/ 

J34/8*, 16/11/, 
t 16/11/ 


'07 .... 


30/10/, 27/3/ 


— 


— 


16/4/, 16/4/ 


'08 .... 


32//, 56/11/ 


— 


— 


16/11/, 25/1/ 


'09 .... 


51//, 29/8/ 


— 


— 


26/4/, 23/10/ 


1610 .... 


26/1/, 28/5/ 


— 


— 


16/4/, 15/1/ 


'11 .... 


29/8/, 30/10/ 


— 


— 


15/8/, 18/2/ 


'12 .... 


35/7/, 37/11/ 


— 


— 


20/U, 25/W 


'13 .... 


36/9/, 42/8/ 


— 


— 


25/1/, 22/7/ 


'14 .... 


42/8/, 45/7/ 


— 


— 


25/U, 26/4/ 


1615 .... 


29//, 35/7/ 


— 


— 


21/4/, 22/7/ 


'16 .... 


35/7/, 34/4/ 


— 


— 


23/10, 20/1/ 


'17 .... 


64/*, 37/11/, 41/6/ 


— 


16/8/, 29/4s 


17/7/, 17/7/ 


'18 ... 


64./*, 72/*, 40/4/, 35/7/ 


— 


15/3/, 16/1/, 32/* 


17/7/, 20/1/ 


'19.... 


J" 64/*, 30/10/, 40/e, \ 
1 30/10/ / 


— 


13/11/, 15/1/ 


17/7/, 17/7/ 


1620 .... 


48/*, 64/*, 26/8/, 26/1/ 


— 


10/10/, 13/4/ 


16/11/, 14/5 



2p2 
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Table C. — Prices of Commodities in 


England, 1582-1620 


— Contd. 




Years. 


Oats. 

(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


Peas. 

(Qr. 8 bushels.) 


Beans. 

(Qr. 8 bshls.) 


Hops. 

(lb.) 


Seeds. 
(Qr. 8 bushels.) 




Linseed. 


Mustard. 


Hemp. 


1582 ... 











IWh /2* 





__ 


_ 


'83 ... 


— 


— 


— 


M* 


— 


— 


— 


'84 .... 


9/2* 


20/2* 


20/9* 


— 


— 


— 


16/* 


'85 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/6w, /5i 


— 


— 


_ 


1586 .... 


— 


— 


40/* 


— 


— 


— 





'87 .... 


12/r 


— 


55/4* 


lie 


— 


— 


37/4* 


'88 ... 


— 


— 


— 


lis 


— 


— 


56/* 


•89 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


26/8* 


— 


37/4* 


1590 .... 


5/4e 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'91 .... 


— 


-- 


26/8* 


— 


— 


69/4* 


— 


'92 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/6i» 


— 


— 


— 


'93 .... 


— 


13/4e 


13/4e 


— 


— 


64/* 


42/8* 


'94 .... 


— 


— 


16/*, 17/4* 


— 


__ •* 


— 


— 


1595 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/**• { 


28/8*, 
49/* 


}- 


— 


'96 .... 


18/8r 


— 


— 


/4» 


— 


— 


— 


'97 ... 


32/r, 28/* 


— 


— 


/5* 


— 


— 


— 


'98 .... 


14/8r 


— 


— 


/5* 


— 


50/8* 


48/* 


'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


53/4* 


1600 .... 


— 


— 


26/8* 


/6», 17* 


— 


— 


— 


'01 .... 
'02 .... 
'03 .... 


18/8* 


— 


— 


/8* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1/6* 


— 


— 


— 


'04 .... 


9/4e 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1605 .... 
'06 . . 


— 


19/4» 


— 


/7», m* 


— 


— 


— 


'07 ... 
'08 .... 

'09 .... 


15/4», 12/s 


— 


London. 
20/* 


— 


— 


— 


— 
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Years. 


Oats. 
(Or. 8 bushels.) 




Peas. 


Beans. 
(Or. 8 bshls.) 


Hops. 


(O 


Seeds, 

r. 8 bushels.) 




(Ur. o Dusneis.j 


(lb.) 


Linseed. 


Mustard. 


Hemp. 


1610 .... 
'11 .... 


— 


Pottage. Cattle. 
32/*, 13/4* 


— 


/9» 


— 


— 


— 


'12 .... 


— 


— 


80/*, 54/8 


— 





— 





'13 .... 
'14 .... 


16/» 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1615 .... 
'16 .... 
'17 .... 


— 


32/e 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


m* 


— 


64/* 





'18 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/9i* 


— 


— 


— 


'19 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/m« 


— 


— 


— 


1620 .... 


8/11/, 10/1/ 


16/8/, 17/2/ 


15/8/, 18/8/ 


— 


— 


— 


— 




Beef. 


Mutton. 


Veal. 




Carcase. 


Stone. 


Carcase. 


Suet. 


Lamb. 


(Carcase.) 


1582 .... 


105/*, 102/6* 


— 


4/* 


— 


— 


4/* 


'83 .... 


— 


— 


5/4, 2/8 


— 


— 


4/* 


'84 .... 


— 


— 


5/4 


— 


— 


4/, 5/4 


'85 .... 


60/t», 40/te 


— 


3/4jo, 4/u>, 5/to 


— 


— 


4/w 


1586 .... 


— 


— 


13/4 


/* 


— 


a/, 6/, n/ 


'87 .... 


— 


— 


11/, 6/, 6/8 


/« 


— 


4/8, /6 


'88 .... 
'89 .... 


85/8 


— 


10/ 





— 


12/ 


1590 .... 








5/4 








4/4, 6/ 


'91 .... 
'92 .... 
'93 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


5/ 


6/ 


— 


— 


6/6, 7/4 








5/4 


'94 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


4/11 


1595 ... 


— 


3/e 


14/e 


_ 








'96 .... 


— 


l/6e 


18/e 


— 


— 


5/, 5/4 


'97 .... 


— 


l/6e, 2/2e 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'98 .... 


— 


l/6e 


12/, 15/ 


— 


— 


— 


'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 
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Years. 


Beef. 


Mutton. 


Veal. 


Carcase. 


Stone. 


Carcase. 


Suet. 


Lamb. 


(Carcase.) 


1600 .... 


48/4 


— 




6/4 


/4 


— 


4/ 


'01 .... 


— 


— 




— 


1* 


— 


6/ 


'02 .... 


— 


— 




7/1 


— 


— 


4/8, 9/6 


'03 .... 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


'04 .... 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


8/ 


1605 .... 


. — 










— 


— 


6/, 10/8 


'06 .... 


— 


— 




6/, 5/4 


— 


— 


10/8, 8/8 


'07 .... 
'08 .... 
'09 .... 


— 


London. 
1/6 




— 


/» 


— 


— 


1610 .... 


^ 


_ 




9/, 11/6 


, 





8/, 16/6, 18/11 


'11 .... 


— 


— 




— 


1* 


— 


8/8 


'12 .... 


40/ 29/4 


— 




6/, 10/8 


m 


— 


— 


'13 .... 
'14 .... 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


12/ 


1615 .... 














_ 


'16 .... 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


'17 .... 


— 


— 




— 


/« 


— 


8/, 6/7 


'18 .... 


54/ 


— 




8/ 


— 


— 


9/3 


'19'.... 


— 


1/6 




10/ 


/« 


— 


— 


1620 .... 


— 


— 




7/4 


/« 


— 


- 


Years. 


Pork. 

(Carcase.) 


Oxen. 

(Carcase.) 


Calves. 
(Carcase.) 


Sheep. 

(Carcase.) 


Lambs. 

(Carcase.) 


Wool, 

(Stone.) 


1582 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'83 ... 


- { 


Cows 32/6, 26/ 
58/10, 40/8 


} 4/2 


— 


_ 


— 


'84 .... 


- { 


Cows 43/, 33/4 
90/, 52/4 


6/2, 4/4, 1 
2/8e, 7/e J 


6/ 


l/6e, 2/e 


— 


'85 .... 


\jw 


140/e 


— 


4/, 12/6e 


— 


— 


1586 ... 


1/6 


80/, 60/ 


— 


5/ 


— 


— 


'87 ... 


— 


81/, 53/4 


7/4e 


5/74 


2H 


4/ 


'88 .... 


V 


60/2 


5/10 


— 


4/8 


— 


'89 .... 


7/9e, Sje, 3/e 


72/3 


- { 


6/8, 4-/10*, 

5/e 


} " 


10/ 
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Years. 


Pork. 

(Carcase ) 


Oxen. 

(Carcase.) 


Calves. 

(Carcase.) 


Sheep. 

(Carcase.) 


Lambs. 

(Carcase.) 


Wool. 

(Stone.) 


1590 .... 





60/ 


, 


6/4e, 6/8e 








'91 


2/3, 1/2 


52/4, 50/ 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'92 .... 
'93 .... 


1/11, 3/4 


81/, 69/6 


— 


— 


— 


13/ 


'94 .... 


— 


75/, 60/ 


— 


5/8 


3/ 


— 


1595 .... 


— 


71/ 


— 


— 


— 


13/4 


'96 .... 


2/8e 


— 


— 


5/, 15/e 


— 


— 


'97 .... 


— 


80/7^, 


J"6/4e, 8/e, 
I 5/9 


14/6e, 18/e, "1 
3/9, 5/2 / 


— 


13/4 


'98 ... 


1/e 


90/ 


12/8, 4/ 


5/7, 7/6e 


1/3 


— 


'99 .... 


— 


82/6 


— 


5/ 


6/ 


-• 


1600 .... 


— 





— 


— 


— 


— 


'01 .... 


— 


78/9, 84/ 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'02 .... 
'03 .... 
'04 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


3/ 


70/6 


— 


— 


— 


7/6 


1605 .... 


3/8, 2/8 


85/6, 64/6 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'06 .... 


— 


86/8 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'07 .... 
'08 .... 
'09 .... 


London. 

2/, 2/6 

London. 

2/6 


— 


— 


— 


London. 

6/ 
London. 

7/4 


— 


1610 .... 


2/4, 5/ 


— 


— 


— 


5/, 6/8e 


— 


'11 .... 


— 


95/4 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'12 .... 


1/6 


87/6, 94/ 


8/9, 9/ 


— 


— 


— 


'13 .... 

'14 ... 


— 


84/5 


— 


5/4 


— 


— 


1615 .... 
'16.... 
'17 .... 


Bacon, stone. 

2/2 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 





123/4 


— 


6/10 


— 


— 


'18 .... 


— 


115/ 


— 


5/, 6/8 


4/, 3/8 


— 


'19 .... 


— 


150/, 114/6 


6/, 7/6, 


— 


5/4 


— 


1620 ... 


— 


116/, 93/4 


11/, 9/ 


— 


— 


— 
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Years. 



1582. 
'83 . 
'84. 
'85. 

1586. 
'87. 
'88. 
'89. 

1590. 
'91. 
'92. 
'93 . 
'94, 

1595. 
'96. 
'97. 
'98. 
'99. 

1600, 
'01. 
'02. 
•03. 

'04 

1605, 
'06. 
•07. 
'08. 
'09. 

1610. 
'11. 
'12. 
'13. 
'14 , 



Pigeons. 

(Dozen.) 



1/63 



1/6* 



2/* 



V* 



Chickens. 



IH*, /2« 



/1«, /2* 



12s, \2\s 
/2s 



12s 
/2 



lie, lAs 

12s, j2\s 

12s 



/2s 

12. 

/6s, /9s 

IH 

12s, I2%s 



Capons. 



1/w, l/2l» 



jis, /9s, /10» 

17s, lis, /Sis 
16s, /6J«, jis 

/6s 

3/4e 

2/3e 

3/e, 3/4e 

1/e, l/2e 



2/4« 

1/s 
l/2s 



Hens. 



/4s 



jZw, jiw 



jis, lbs 



jis 



/6e 



/6s 



Geese. 



/8s 
/4w, jiw, /10w 

/4s, /5s 

/4s 

/5s 

1/e, l/2e, /3# 

/4s 

/5s 
/4s, /9s 

lis 

IHs 

/is, lis, 1/e, l/8e 

/3s 

16s, jis 

IHs 



2/2* 

/6s, lis 
lis 
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Year. 


Pigeons. 

(Dozen.) 


Chickens. 


Capons. 


Hens. 


Geese. 


1615 


— 


/3s 
/2J«, /3s 


1/s 

1/s 

2/5Js 


/4s 




'16 




'17 


/5s, /8s, /9s 

/10s, 1/s, 

/9s 

/8s, 1/s 


'18 


'19 


1620 




Years. 


Larks, 

(Dozen.) 


Rabbits, 

(Couple.) 


Eggs, 
(100.) 


Ducks. 


Snipes. 


1582 


/Is, /l*s, /2s 

/2s 

/2s 

/2s 

/2s, /2*» 

/2s 

His 

lie 
Its 

1/s 


/4w>, /6w 

/6is 

/9s 
17s, /10s 
/6s, /10s, 

/10s 

/10s 

l/4e 

1/e, l/2e, l/8e 
/6e, 1/e 


c /ll^tc 

l/4|s 

l/4§s 
l/8s, 2/ls 


jiw 

/3s 
/2s 
/2s 

/ie 




'83 




'84 




'85 


m«>, m«, 


1586 


'87 




'88 




'89 




1590 




'91 


'92 


'93 




'94 


/14s 

lis 
12s 


1595 

'96 


'97 


'98 


'99 

1600 


I'is 


'01 




'02 




'03 

'04 


— 























572 Eogees on Wages and Prices in England, 1582-1620. [Dec. 
Table C. — Prices of Commodities in England, 1582-1620 — Gontd. 



Years. 


Larks. 

(Dozen.) 


Rabbits. 
(Couple.) 


Eggs. 
(100.) 


Ducks. 


Snipes. 


1605 


/2* 
/2* 


v* 

/8», /10* 
1/* 

/10» 

l/5e 


3/4* 
2/* 

1/4J* 

1/44* 

l/4§*, /10» 

4/e 


— 




'06 




'07 




'08 


_ 


'09 




1610 


/I* 


'11 




'12 




'13 




'14 




1615 




'16 




'17 


/I* 


'18 




'19 




1620 








Tear. 


Soap. 

(lb.) 


Butter. 

(Stone.) 


Tallow and 

Caudles. 

(Stone.) 


Honey. 

(Gallon.) 


Herrings. 
Bed and White. 

(100.) 


Salmon. 
(Each.) 


Salt Fish. 
(Dozen.) 


1582 .... 

'83 .... 

'84 .... 
'85 .... 

1586 .... 

'87 .... 
'88 ... 
'89 .... 

1590 ... 
'91 .... 

'92 ... 
'93 ... 
'94 .... 


/4s 

/3e 
/8e 


2/8* 
3/* 

3/6e, 2/lle 

4/8e 

London. 
5/10* 


3/8w>, 4/8w 

Tallow. 
4/6* 

4/8e, 5/10e 
4/8e 


i i # i i i # i i i i i i 


2/-J*. 1/20|* 
1/1<H* 

1/10** 

2/6w 

3/4* 

2H* 

2/* 

1/Hf* 

2/4*, 1/9J*, 

1/6* 

3/4*, 2/» 

2/7», 3/8*, 
2/3* 

2/9*, 3/4# 


I 1 

4/* 
2/u>, 5/8£* 

7/* 
6/1* 
7/* 

} 6/* 

} 7/* 
4/», 8/6* 


} 4/5* 
10/*, 12/* 

20/, 4/, 4/6 

20/ 
48/ @ 19/6 
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Years. 


Soap, 
(lb.) 


Butter. 

(Stone.) 


Tallow and 
Candles. 

(Stone.) 


Honey. 
(Gallon.) 


Herrings. 

Bed and White. 

(100.) 


Salmon. 
(Each.) 


Salt Fish. 

(Dozen.) 


1595 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


3/* 


6/8«, 5/« 


30/* 


'96 .... 


— 


4/8e, 5/1 Oe 


4/8e, 5/10e 


— 


— 


3/8*, 6/ 


36/* 


'97 .... 


— 


5/1 Oe, 7/2e 


5/3e 


5/4* 


— 


— 


33/ 


'98 .... 


— 


5/3e 


4/8e 


— 


3/8*, 3/4* 


3/8*, 9/* 


— 


'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


2/6* 


7/8* 


— 


1600 .... 


/is 


3/4* 


5/3*, 5/10* 


4/8*, 5/4* 


— 


— 


— 


'01 .... 


jis 


3/4*, 4/s 


5/3*, 5/10* 


5/4* 


— 


— 


— 


'02 .... 


— 


i/s 


5/10* 


5/4*, 6/* 


— 


3/* 


— 


'03 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


2/* 


— 


— 


'04 .... 


— 


2/8* 


— 


i/s 


— 


— 


— 


1605 .... 


— 


— 


5/10* 


— 


2/7J* 


— 


— 


'06 .... 


— 


3/8* 


— 


— 


2/1* 


3/4* 


— 


'07 .... 
'08 .... 
'09 ... 


London. 

mt 


London. 

5/10*, 7/2* 

London. 

7/2* 


London. 
4/8* 


— 


London. 
3/*, 2/8*, 2/* 


2/6* 


— 


1610 .... 


— 


— 


5/10* 


— 


— 


6/* 


30/* 


'11 ... 


— 


4/* 


4/lli* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'12 .... 


Ii¥ 


i/s 


4/3J* 


5/4*, 6/4* 


2/8* 


— 


20/*, 22/* 


'13 .... 
'14 .... 


lis 


4/* { 


4/8*, 4/114*, 
5/3* 


}- 


2/5* 


— 


24/* 


1615 .... 





5/e 


__ 





_„ 


__ 




'16 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'17 ... 
•18 .... 


/I 
/I 


3/4*, i/s 


— 


5/4* 


— 


1/6* 


30/* 

24/ 


'19 .... 


— 


7/2e 


— 


5/4* 


— 


— 


— 


1620 


/I 


— 


— 


5/4 


— 


— 


— 



Years. 


Wine, Red. 
(Gallon.) 


Wine, White. 

(Gallon.) 


Wine, French. 

(Gallon.) 


Vinegar. 
(Gallon.) 


Flax. 

(Stone.) 


Hemp. 

(Stone.) 


1582 .... 


— 


2/*, 2/8* 


1/4* 


1/4* 


— 


— 


'83 .... 
'84 .... 


3/4* 


2/*, 2/4* 
2/9* 


1/1 Is, 1/4* 


1/4* 


: 


: 


'85 .... 


— 


2/8*, 3/*, 3/114* 


1/4* 


1/4* 


— 


— 
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Years. 


Wine, Red. 


Wine, White. 


Wine, French. 


Vinegar. 


Flax. 


Hemp. 




(Gallon.) 


(Gallon.) 


(Gallon.) 


(Gallon) 


(Stone.) 


(Stone ) 


1586 .... 




















'87 ... 


— 


3/3* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'88 .. 


— 


l/8», 3/2*, 2/* 


1/8J* 


1/2* 


— 


— 


'89 ... 


— 


3/3* 


2/8* 


— 


— 


— 


1590 .... 


— 


S/Hs 


— 


— 


— 


3/2*, 3/5* 


'91 ... 


— 


3/4* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'92 .... 


— 


3/2*, 2/4 


1/7* 


— 


— 


— 


'93 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


7/ll£s 


'94 .... 


— 


2/* 


2/* 


— 


— 


— 


1595 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


5/4* 


'96 ... 


— 


2/8*, 2/e, 4/* 


2/8e, 2/3e, 2/e 


/8e 


— 


— 


'97 .... 


3/4e 


2/8e 


2/e 


/8e 


— 


— 


'98 .... 


— 


4/e, 4/8e 


2/Se 


/8e 


— 


— 


'99 .... 


— 


4/e 


2/8e 


— 


— 


— 


1600 .... 
'01 .... 














6/8* 


__ 


'02 .... 


— 


— 


2/8e 


— 


— 


— 


'03 .... 

'04 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1605 .... 
'06 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'07 .... 
'08 .... 


3/4s, 4*/ 


2/8* 


2/8* r 


2/8* 


_ mm 


: 


'09 .... 


— 


4/s 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1610 .... 


— 


3/*, 4/s 


2/8* 


1/4* 


6/1* 


— 


'11 .... 


— 


4/* 


— 


— 


6/* 


— 


'12 .... 


— 


1/8*, 2/*, 3/4* 


2/* 


— 


5/9* 


— 


'13 .... 
'14 .... 


— 


— 


2/* 


— 


— 


— 


1615 .... 
'16 .... 
'17 .... 


— 


4/*, 4/*, 3/* 


2/* 


— 


— 


— 


'18 ... 


4/7 


— 


— 


1/4* 


9/6* 


— 


'19 .... 


— 


4/e, 2/8e 


4/e 


— 


— 


— 


1620 ... 


— 


3/4», 2/8* 


— 


— 


— 


14/, 9/4 
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Years. 


Cinnamon. 


Mace. 


Cloves. 


Ginger. 


Pepper. 




(lb.) 


(lb.) 


(lb.) 


(lb.) 


(lb.) 


1582 .... 


— 


— 











'83 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


4/*, 2/8*, 2/10* 


'84 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


4/* 


'85 .... 


12/ @ 8/8i» 


14/8 @ 14/w 


7/ @ 4/6w 


3/ @ l/8w 


3/8tc @ 5/w 


1586 .... 


— 


— 


— 








'87 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


4/* 


'88 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'89 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1590 .... 


— 


— 


13/4e 


— 





'91 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


3/6* 


'92 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'93 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'94 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1595 .... 


— 











_ _ 


'96 .... 


— 


— 


— 


3/* 


3/8* 


'97 ... 


5/e, 7/6e 


— 


7/6e 


3/4e 


3/10e 


'98 .... 


— 


— 


8/e 


— 


3/4e @ 8/e 


'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1600 .... 


— 











5/4* 


'01 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


5/4* 


'02 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


3/1*, 5/4* 


'03 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'04 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


2/4* 


1605 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 





'06 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'07 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'08 .... 


— 


10/* 


5/4* 


1/4* 


2/* 


'09 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1610 ... 


10/8* 


— 


— 


— 





'11 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'12 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'13 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'14 .... 


~— 


— 


— 


— 


— 
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Years. 


Cinnamon. 

ab.) 


Mace. 
Ob.) 


Cloves. 
Ob.) 


Ginger. 

ab.) 


Pepper. 

ab.) 


1615 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'16 .... 


4/* 


7/9* 


7/6* 


1/6*, 1/8* 


— 


'17 .... 


4/* 


7/6*, 7/9* 


7/4* 


1/4* 


— 


'18 .... 


5/4* 


— 


— 


1/4* 


— 


'19 .... 


5/4e 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1620 .... 


— 


— 


— 


1/4* 


— 


Years. 


Aniseed. 

ab.) 


Nutmegs. 

ab.) 


Carraways. 
Ob.) 


Saffron. 


Sanders. 

ab.) 


Raisins. 

ab.) 


1582 ... 
'83 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'84 .... 
'85 .... 


/9w 


7/4«> @ 9/te 


— 


2/6w 


— 


/4u> 


1586 .... 


— 


— 





— 


— 


/2|* 


'87 .... 
'88 .... 


— 


— 




~~ — 


— — 


/4* 


'89 .... 
1590 .... 














'91 ... 
'92 .... 
'93 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/4J* 


— 


— 


— 








/3J* 


•94 ... 
1595 .... 




" 


" 


~~ 


~~ 


— 


'96 ... 
'97 ... 


— 


6/e 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'98 ... 
'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/6e 


1600 .... 


__ 


_ 


^_ 








'01 ... 


1/*, 1/4* 


— 


/6* 


— 


— 


— 


'02 .... 
'03 .... 
'04 .... 


1/4* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/6* 


1/* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/6s 
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Years. 


Aniseed. 

(lb.) 


Nutmegs, 
(lb.) 


Carraways. 
(lb.) 


Saffron. 

(01.) 


Sanders. 
0b.) 


Raisins. 

(lb.) 


1605 .... 
'06 .... 
'07 .... 
'08 .... 


/8* 
/10s 


— 


— 


— 


— 


17s 


'09 .... 

1610 .... 
'11 .... 
'12 .... 


1/2* 
/10» 


6/*, 8/s 
6/8* 


— 


— 


— 


M»t /6* 
/4» @ /4£* 


'13 .... 
'14 .... 


— 


— 


— 




___ 


/8s 


1615 .... 
'16... 
'17 ... 
'18 .... 


/10* 


3/8* 


— 


2/* 
2/* 


5/* 


/5s 

/6s @ /3* 

lbs 


'19.... 


— 


5/4* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1620 .... 


— 


2/8* (inferior) 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Years. 


Currants, 
(lb.) 


Prunes. 

(lb.) 


Figs. 
(H>.) 


Dates. 

0b.) 


Almonds. 

(lb.) 


Sugar. 

(lb) 


Rice. 

(lb.) 


1582 .... 


— 








__ 













'83 .... 
'84 .... 
'85 .... 


— 


— 


/3* 


— 


— 


— 




— 


/3«o 


jZw 


— 


— 


1/fO 


l/w@ 1 


l/8u> 


jiw, /6w 


1586 . .. 


— 


/3*» 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


'87 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


'88 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


'89 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


1590 ... 


— 


— 


— 








_ 







'91 .... 


— 


/4* 


/3i* 


— 


1/1* 


— 




— 


'92 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


'93 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


'94 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1/4* 




— 
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Years. 


Currants. 

(lb.) 


Prunes. 

(lb.) 


Figs, 
(lb.) 


Dates. 

(lb.) 


Almonds, 
(lb.) 


Sugar. 

(lb.) 


Rice. 
(H>.) 


1595 .... 


— 


la* 


— 


— 


— 








'96 .... 
'97 .... 
'98 .... 


jbe 


/be 


— 


»/• 


1/. 
1/le 


y e 

l/3*e @ l/9e 

1/8* 


— 


'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1600 .... 


— 





— 


— 











'01 .... 


Us 


/3* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'02 .... 
'03 .... 
'04 .... 


Ibh* 


/3» 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/6s 


fis 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1605 .... 


lis 


lis 


— 


— 


— 


— 





'06 .... 


j6s 


/Zs 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'07 .... 


— 


— 


— 


2/* 


— 


— 


lbs 


'08 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'09 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/10J* 


— 


1610 .... 
'11 .... 
'12 .... 


16s, \/s 

11 @ M» 


/3s 
/3* 


— 


3/» 


1/4* 


1/10*, 2/* 
1/9*. 1/I0s 


/6«, /10* 


'13 .... 


/6$» 


— 


ms 


— 


— 


1/8* @ 1/10** 


— 


'14 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1615 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 











'16 ... 
'17 ... 
'18 .... 


/6s 

Ibis @ /Is 


/2s 
/2» 


2/* 
jis 
/3s 


2/* 


3/3* 
1/6* 


1/2* 

AH @ 1/2 

1/2*, 1/5* 


/3s 
/3s 


'19.... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1/e 


— 


1620 .... 


/Is 


/3* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Years. 


Lead. 

(Fother.) 


Steel. 

(Faggot.) 


Iron. 

(Ton.) 


Tin or 

Solder. 

(lb.) 


Brass. 

;(Stone.) 


Ploughing. 




Day. 


Acre. 


1582 .... 


— 














_ — _ 


__ 


'83 ... 
'84 .... 
'85 .... 


— 


— 


16/13/4* @ 8/13/4* 
13/13/4* 

14/-/, 


— 


— 


— 


l/3s 
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Years. 


Lead. 


Steel. 


Iron. 


Tin or 

Soltier. 


Brass. 


Ploughing. 








(t'other.) 


(Ton.) 


(Ton.) 


(ib.) 


(").) 


Day. 


Acre. 


1586 ... 


9/14/2.9 


15/8/8S 





— 


i/n* 


*87 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/4s 


/is 


1/2*, 1/3 


'88 .... 


11/4/-J* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'89 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


jos 


— 


1590 .... 


— 


— 


14/4/lOi* 


— 


— 


— 


1/3* 


'91 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/OS 


1/3* 


'92 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1/3 


'93 .... 
'94 .... 


— 


— 


12/-/-* 


— 


/G* 


— 


— 


1595 .... 
'96 .... 
'97 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'98 .... 
'99 .... 

1600 ... 





37/-/- 


f 16/13/4* ") 
\ 18/10/-* (bars) I 
I 15/7/8 (nat) J 


' 


, 


It 




'01 ... 


7/17/-* 


— 


14/16/3* @15/lG/8s 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'02 ... 
'03 .... 
'04 .... 


— 


— 


12/10/-* 


/« 


■ — 


— 


— - 


8/9/-S @ 9/2/-* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


- 


1605 ... 

'06 .... 
'07 ... 


— 


27/15/- 


f 12/-/-* (liars) 1 
1 18/-/-* J 


— 


— 


/3 


— 


'08 ... 
'09 ... 

1610 .. 


— 


— 


18/6/8* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'11 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'12 .... 


— 


— 


21/3/4* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'13 ... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


'14 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 



VOL. XXIT. PAET IV. 



2Q 



580 Kogeks on Wages and Prices in England, 1582-1620. [Dec. 
Table C. — Prices of Commodities in England, 1582-1620— Contd. 





Lead. 

(Fotlier.) 


Steel. 
(Ton.) 


Iron. 

(Ton.) 


Tin or 


Brass, 
(lb.) 


Ploughing. 


Years. 


Solder. 

(lb.) 


Day. 


Acre. 


1615 ... 











— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


'16 ... 


— 








— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


'17 .... 


— 






15/13/4*, 12/-/-* 


— 


V 


/3 


— 


'18 ... 


— 








15/13/4* 




— 


1* 


/3 


— 


'19 ... 


— 








— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


1620 ... 


— 








— 




— 


— 


— 


— 




Slowing 
or Reaping. 


Threshing. 


Thatching. 


Unskilled 
Day. 


Women's 


Years. 


Day. 


Acre. 


Day 

without 
Food. 


Day 
with Food. 


Day 

without 
Food. 


Day 
with 
Food. 


Day. 


1582 ... 











— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'83 ... 


— 


1/6* 


lis 


— 


/4|* 


— 


/Iff, /2* 


ne, m 


'84 ... 
'85 ... 


— 


Oats 3/4* 


— 


— 


/4f* 


— 


m* 


l-i 


1586 .. 


,3{ 


1/6*, 3/8*. 
3/2* 


/3s, /5«, 
/6s 


}" 


— 


— 


in, / 2 . /3 


/I 


'87 ... 


— 


3/4* 


lie 


— 


— 


/2 


— 


/1«, /-ft 


'88 ... 


— 


1/6*, 3/4* 


— 


— 


I&s 


— 


— 


/I* 


'89 ... 


— 


— 


/6s 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1590 ... 





3/8* 


/6s 


— 


\U 


— 


/4s 


lis 


'91 .. 


/5s 


— 


— 


— 


17s 


— 


— 


m> 


'92 ... 


— 


— 


— 


/2* 


/6s 


— 


— 


— 


'93 . 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'94 ... 


/3* 


3/4* 


/If 


— 


— 


— 


lis, /I* 


/4s 


1595 ... 


lie, /2e 


— 


— 


— 


/le, /2e 


— 


/If 


/4s 


'96 ... 
'97.. 
'98 .. 
'99 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/4s 


/5* 
/3* 


3/4* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1600 ... 








— 


— 


— 


/2i*, /3 


/Is 


'01 .. . 


/«. /» 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/24, /I, /2 


/2* 


'02 ... 


/3 


2/8* 


/6 


— 


1* 


— 


m 


/2* 


'03 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/2 


— 


— 


/2 


— 


•04 ... 


/*. /» 


— 


— 


— 


1* 


— 


12, in 


— 
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Mowing 
or Reaping. 


Threshing. 


Thatching. 


Unskilled 


Women's 


Years. 


Day. 


Acre. 


Day 

without 

Food. 


Day 

with Food. 


Day 
without 
Food. 


Day 
with 
Food. 


Day, 


Day. 


1605 .... 
'06 .... 
'07 .... 

'08 .... 

'09 .... 

1610 .... 
'11 .... 
'12.... 
'13 .... 
'14 .... 

1615 .... 
'16 .... 
'17 .... 
*18 ... 
*19 .... 

1620 .... 


/3, /3 
/10 


3/ 

1/6 
1/6 

1/8 
3/8, 1/8 


/4 

/• 

/5 


/2 
/2,/3 

/2, m 


/4 


— 


12,16 
IH. /3 

London 
Gardener 

V 

London 

Gardener 

i/ 

/2. /S 
/2 

/3 
/3 

/3 


/I 
/« 

/2 
/2 


Years. 


Ditching. 

(Rod.) 


Carpenters. 

(Day.) 


Masons. 

(Day.) 


Smiths. 

(Day.) 


1582 


/4. IH 

/4 
11 




u 




'83 


/«. /3 


'84 


'85 




1586 




'87 


'88 


'89 



























2q2 
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Years. 



Ditching. 

(R»d.) 



Carpenters. 

(Day.) 



Masons. 

(Day.) 



Smiths. 

(Day.) 



1590. 
'91 . 
'92 . 
'93. 
'94. 

1595 . 
'96 , 
'97. 
'98 . 
'99. 

1600. 
'01 . 
'02. 
'03. 
*04. 

1605 . 
'06. 
'07. 
'08 . 
'09 . 

1610. 

'11 . 
'12. 
'13. 
'14. 

1615 . 
'16. 
'17. 
'18. 
'19. 

1620. 



/3, /2, /l 



/3 
/» 

/3e, /2e 
/«. I* 



lie, /2e, /2£e, /4e 



/4 

/4 

13, I* 

I*. /» 

/3, /4, /6 

M, /4i, /6 
/6, /5 



/5e, /10c, /3e, /7c 
9 



/4 

/« 
/2Jc, /2c 



/2*e, /2c 

/4 



/4. /5 
/4, /2| 

/<* 
/«. /«, /** 

/3, /4, /4i, /5, /9 
/« 



r /a, v, /5, /», i 

l /5e, /10c J 



/4 
/3, /6 

/« 



/4 
/8 



/2c 
/6 

/& 

/4 



/4./S 
/« 



/4 
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Weavers. 


Nails. 


Paper. 
(Quire.) 


Salt, 
(lituliel.) 




Years. 


Piece. — Yard. 


Day. 


Horse- 
shoe, 
1,000. 


Double 

Spiking, 

100. 


Lime. 

(Bushel.) 


1582 .... 
















'83 .... 
'84 .... 


Canvass, yd. 

H 

Cloth. 1'lax. 

H A 


— 


5/ 


/10 


— 


— 


/is 


'85 .... 












2/4u> 


— 


1586 .... 








2/ 











— 


'87 .... 
'88 .... 


Blankets, yd. 

H 

Canvass. 

/i. H. H 


— 


— 


— 


A 


2/2*, l/10s 


— 


'89 .... 












2/ S 


\"i¥ 


1590 .... 












l/8e 


— 


'91 .... 


/-t. a. m 


— 


— 


— 


/3 


— 


/6i* 


'92 .... 












1/8*, 1/10, 3/ 


IHs 


'93 .... 


— 


A 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'94 .... 












1/8* 


/6i* 


1595 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'96 .... 
'97 .... 


Yd. flax Wool. 


lie 




: 


A 


2/8e 
2/e, 3/4e 


/6i* 


'98 .... 


A 


— 


— 


— 


— 


2/8e/, 3/4e 


— 


'99 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/2 


2/8* 


— 


1600 .... 
'01 .... 










A 


3/4* 
3/9*, 3/9*, 3/4* 


/2i«, /3J* 

Carried. 

/3i«, /7 


'02 .... 


— 


— 


— 


/8 


A 


2/6* 


— 


'03 .... 
'04 .... 


— 


— 


— 


1/ 


— 


— 


/3** 


1605 .... 


Linen. 

A, Ai. /2 








A 




/3i 


'06 .... 












6/». 6/3* 


/4* 


'07 .... 
'08 .... 


Canvass. 










London. 
1/8* 


— 


'09 ... 


A 


" 













584 Bogeeb on Wages and Prices in England, 1582-1620. [Dec. 
Table C. — Prices of Commodities in England, 1582-1620 — Contd. 





Weavers. 


Nails. 






Salt. 
(Bushel.) 




Yards. 


Piece. — Yard. 


Day. 


Horse- 
shoe, 
1,000. 


Double 

Spiking, 
100. 


Paper. 

(Quire.) 


Lime. 

(Bushel.) 


1610 .... 


Canvas>. 
A 











/* 







_ 


'11 .... 
'12 .... 
'13 .... 
'14 .... 


/I. /2 


— 


— 


— 


— 




4/* 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


in* 


1615 .... 








— 













^_ 


'16 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 







__ 


'17 .... 
'18 .... 
'19 .... 


Fine. 
/8, /10 

Canvasa. 

/i 

Wool. 
/3 


— 


— 


= 


I*h 1* 
1* 




5/10* 
5/11* 


/3i» 

/8* 


1620 .... 


Flax. 
/6 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


/6*» 




Hides. 


Skins. 


Tar. 

(Gallon.) 


Gun- 
powder. 

(lb.) 


Pitch. 

(lb.) 


Hair. 


Rent of 

Land, 

Meadow. 

(Acre.) 


Interest of Money. 
(Per Cent.) 


Years. 


Long, 
lb. ( 


Short. 
Stone.) 


1582 .... 


5/6, 5/8 








1/4 





— 


^_ 


10/, 9/, 6/ 


__ 


'83 ■[ 


H/, 14/, 
6/8 


}- 


«/H 


— 


— 


— 


-{ 


10/, 13/, 
10/8* 


} - 


'84 ... 


7/8 


— 


— 


— 


/3, in 


— 


/4 


10/, 9/, 6/ 


— 


'85 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/» 


— 


— 


13/ 


— 


1586 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/3 








7/4 





'87 ... 


— 


— 


1/64 


— 


/2 


— 


— 


14/3 


— 


'88 ... 


— 


/5 


— 


— 


/« 


/* 


— 


9/ 


— 


89... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


/3 


— 


— 


— 


1590 ... 


— 


— 





1/4 


/3 








_^ 





•91 ... 


— 


/8 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


'92 ... 
'93 ... 


: 


: 


"""" 


1/1 
2/8 


~~~ 


— • 


— 


14/3 

Pasture. 
4/3e 


— 


'94 ... 


17/6, 9/ 


/101 


1/2 


— 


/2 


— 


— 


— 


— 
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Hides. 


Skins. 


Tar. 

(Gallon.) 


Gun- 
powder. 

ah.) 


Pitch. 

(lb.) 


Hair. 


Rent of 

Land, 

Meadow. 

(Acre ) 


Interest of Money. 


Years. 


Long, 
(lb.) 

/3 
/3 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1*111 Mill ?! 


(Per Cent.) 


1595 .... 
'96 ... 
'97 ... 
'98 ... 
'99 ... 

1600 .... 
'01 ... 
'02 ... 
'03 ... 
'04 ... 

1605 .... 
'06 .... 
'07 ... 
'08 ... 

'09 ... 

1610 ... 
'11 ... 

'12 .... 

'13 ... 
'14 .... 

1615 ... 
'16 ... 
'17 ... 
'18 ... 
'19 ... 

1620 ... 


18/, 9/ 
14/4 


m 

i/ 


1/2 
1/2 

1/4 

1/4 
1/4 

1/4 

1/4 
1/4 

1/4 

2/ 
2/ 

1/8 


l/lr 

1/ 


/2 

m 

/3 
/2 

/* 
1* 

/3 


14/ 
14/3 

16/ 

14/ 


Short. 
21/12/- 

Short. 
8/17/3 

10 per cent. 
10 „ 

f 25/, 8/6/8, 
1 10 P M cent. 

10 per cent. 
10 8 per cent. 
8/4/-, 10 Per cent. 
10 

8/7/6, 10 Per cent. 



